BALCOMBE CRICKET CLUB
By Albert Constable
A brief account of my association with the Club - As at March 2004.
Playing member
Committee member
Fixtures Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Chairman
1st. Xl Captain
1st. Xl Joint Captain
1st. Xl Vice Captain
2nd. Xl Joint Captain

54 years
46 years
20 years
20 years
1 year
12 years
2 years
3 years
6 years

1948 to 2002
1956 to 2004*
1965 to 1984
1985 to 2004*
2004*
1957, 1960, 1963 to 1972
1982 & 1983
1956, 1959 & 1961
1987 to 1992
* Denotes: – Current office.

EVEN BEFORE MY TIME!
Unfortunately, we do not know when the Club was originally formed. However, one of the earliest records
is the amazing match against Ifield on 24th.May 1869 when the scores were tied in each innings and is
recorded in the “Marylebone C.C. Scores and Biographies” – Volume XlV`. As follows: - “The below
match being one of the few instances where the opposing teams scored the same number of runs in each
innings”
Scorecard: -

24th. May, 1869

IFIELD v BALCOMBE
IFIELD Xl
R. Saxby
J. Deadman
J. Ibbs
J. Worsfold
A. Thorne
T. Noice
A. Muggeridge
H. Blaxer
W. Wood
A. Mitchell
P. Muggeridge
Extras :-

Balcombe Xl
Rev. R.G. Mead
F. Turner
E. Kenward
J. Gibb
A. Blaber
J. Lewery
C. Comber
J. Jeffery
J. Brown
E. Bates
H. Godsmark
Extras :-

1st. Innings
Not out
b Lewery
b Kenward
Run out
b Kenward
b Kenward
b Kenward
b Lewery
c Comber b Kenward
c Lewery b Kenward
l.b.w. b Kenward
Byes –1, Wides – 7
Total…………..

2nd. Innings
17
1
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
12
3
8
44

b Kenward
l.b.w. b Kenward
c Turner b Kenward
Not out
b Blaber
b Kenward
b Kenward
b Lewery
b Lewery
l.b.w. b Kenward
b Blaber
Byes – 1, Leg –byes 12
Total……….

1st. Innings
b Saxby
Not out
b Mitchell
c Deadman b Mitchell
b Mitchell
c Worsfold b Saxby
b Mitchell
b Saxby
l.b.w. b Saxby
c Worsfold b Saxby
l.b.w. b Saxby
Byes- 3, Leg-byes- 1
Total…………

2
2
3
0
1
2
1
0
0
0
0
13
24

2nd. Innings
5
23
3
0
0
7
1
0
0
1
0
4
44

b Deadman
b Deadman
b Mitchell
c Deadman b Mitchell
b Mitchell
b Deadman
b Deadman
b Mitchell
c & b Deadman
Not out
c & b Mitchell
Byes- 1, Wides – 2
Total…………

5
0
4
0
5
6
0
1
0
0
0
3
24

RESULT --- A TIE
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The first mention I have discovered regarding the present Cricket Ground (Brakey Mead) is in a most
interesting book written in 1937 by The Rev. Douglas L. Secretan, M.A., Rector of Balcombe, and entitled
‘Balcombe’. His son, Philip, played cricket for Balcombe before and after W.W 2 and is in the 1954 team
photograph.
If I have interpreted the text correctly, the Rev. Henry Chatfield, who was Rector of Balcombe from 1779
to 1819, owned the field in 1816 but there is no evidence of cricket being played on it at that time –
‘ On June 20th 1816, Royal assent was given to an Act for vesting certain Lands belonging to Rev. Henry
Chatfield, in the Rector for the time being of the Parish of Balcombe, in the County of Sussex, in exchange
for the Parsonage House of Balcombe, and the Glebe Lands belonging to the said Parish, and for enabling
the said Henry Chatfield to build a new Parsonage House upon the first mentioned land’.
It goes on to say that ‘the Parsonage House of Balcombe aforesaid is upon a very large and extended scale,
and the annual outgoings and necessary expenses attendant thereon, make it a residence by no means
suitable for a rector of the said Parish.’
The Schedule of the lands to be exchanged included the following: - Alley Field, Brakey Mead and Wood,
Cinquefoil Field, Maggs Meadow, Mill Mead and Field, Denshire Field, Tye Field, Great Gratton, Hilliams
Garden, Square Mead and Four Acres.
The original Parsonage House is now known as Balcombe House and the new one, which Henry Chatfield
completed in 1818, is presumably The Old Rectory adjoining the Cricket Field.
In his book, The Rev. Secretan also includes ‘EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY of GEORGE
GREENFIELD, Estate Carpenter and Clerk of the Works at Balcombe Place, 1875 – 1884’.
I have extracted entries that refer to cricket, mainly involving Balcombe Village and Estate games but
occasional trips to other matches. I think we can assume games played at ‘Nayland Meadow’ were Estate
and others, which the diary implies are close to The Half Moon Inn, on the present ‘Brakey Mead’ ground.
1875 - August 10th – Choirboys of Slaugham played cricket against our choirboys, who beat single
innings by 60 runs. George scored 28.
September 10th - Fine day. Finished getting up the booth, and got everything up in Nayland
Meadow, ready to commence our annual game of cricket, quite by 12 noon. Farm and builders
are all in good time; the gardener is lagging. He comes, and having the pick of the men on the
Estate, they give us a tremendous licking, which we were quite prepared for, and enjoyed. We
spent a most pleasant day, and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves at Stone Hall in the evening over
an excellent hot meat supper, well cooked, and with some good singing, good beer, good tobacco
and good company, brought 12p.m. too soon for most of us, and with the National Anthem, led
by Jolly (Friar) Pryor from the College, we parted, thus ending our Harvest Supper for 1875. 48
sat down to supper. Many happy returns of the day.
1876 -

April 5th – First meeting of the Cricket Club held at the Half Moon Inn.
May 16th - Balcombe Cricket season commenced with a match between Married and Single. The
latter won. Went and saw it in afternoon; and stood umpire for a short time.
August 17th – To Brighton to Cricket ground and saw Lancashire v Sussex. Saw 5 last wickets of
Lancashire go down for 36 runs. Total 141. Sussex commenced and lost while I was there 5
wickets for 39 runs. Lillywhite and Charlwood in when I left the ground at 5.30 p.m.
September 8th – Stood umpire in a match of cricket in Nayland Meadow between our Estate and
Lord Frederick Fitzroy; the former won by 9 wickets. We all enjoyed ourselves very much.

1877 -

May 21st - Cricket: The Upper part of the Parish and the Lower. First public Match played on the
ground without the assistance of the Publican. I trust it will not be the last. It was rather dry work.
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1878 -

August 28th - At Brighton cricket match. Australians v Sussex. Sussex in first. The Australians
bowled and fielded well and disposed of the Sussex team for 80 runs. This looked very bad
indeed for the home team, but the Australians at the wicket showed no better form, and were
(thanks to the splendid fielding of the Sussex men) disposed of for 75 runs, the last wicket costing
Sussex about 30 runs. Sussex again appeared at the wickets, and lost 9 wickets for 41 runs; they
were much too eager for runs. The fielding of the Sussex men was equal to any that I ever saw.
The Australians were excellent in the field, but at the wickets they seemed to lack finish of stile,
in fact, their batting was rough. Their great strength lay in their bowlers. Number of visitors was
about 4,000.

1879 -

March 21st – Attended a meeting at School to start our Cricket Club. Rev. R. G. Mead in chair.
There was the strongest number I have seen. Mr. Tully resigned the Sec’ship. F. Turner was
elected.
April 8th. – Tuesday – General Meeting at School of Cricket Club. Good attendence.
The Committee reports that the landlord of the “Half Moon” will not supply us with dinners on the
ground, at the forthcoming matches, unless we let him the use of the said ground and cricketing
tools on occasions of Beanfeasts or any other purpose for which he may require it, by paying 5/0
and all damage. I proposed that the Cricket ground shall not be used for any other purpose than
for the Club. Seconded and carried without a word to the contrary. The Committee are to report
to him. We decline to let our ground be as an appendage to a public house.
May 8th. – Opening match of Cricket Club. N. v. S., or the Upperenders agin the Lowerenders

1883 -

July 5th - To Sheffield Park with Mr. Goodwin, who drove over to witness the Grand Match of
Cricket, Dr. Grace’s Eleven v Lord Sheffield’s Eleven. Dr. Grace’s Eleven went in first and gave
us some first-rate cricket, the Dr. himself making 81. The side ran up a score for 9 wickets (one
being absent) of 265. His Lordship’s side loosing one wicket for 2 runs (H. Phillips, who had
previously hurt himself). Hearne joined Scotton until time was called.

July 24th - To Brighton, to Cricket Ground, and saw the first day’s play between Sussex and
Australia. Sussex went in first, and altho’ beginning badly by losing two best wickets for five
runs (Newham 0 and Ellis 1), they piled up a score of 373 for 8 wickets. When I left the ground
(5.40 p.m.), Wyatt (112) and H. Phillips (not out about 95); the batting of these two men were as
good and sound cricket as I have ever seen, and was a treat to see. The fielding of the Australians
was loose and was not good.
At the end of the book The Rev. Secretan thanked various people for their contributions including - “Mrs.
Rosa Balcombe Macleod, to whom I am indebted for the Balcombe Crest and Coat of Arms.”
1884 -
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A Report of the 1922 Season states: -” The First Eleven played 15 games (w.3, d.2, l.10)
The Second Eleven played 8 games (w.6 and l.2) although several matches were lost by very small
margins, the results can hardly be considered satisfactory. The Committee, however, is hopeful of the
future, as several young players, who have displayed very good form, are coming on.
The ground was kept in excellent order, the wickets giving great satisfaction.
Thanks are due to Mrs. Constable for superintending the teas, also to Mr. G. Jupp for providing
accommodation for Meetings.
It is with the deepest regret that we have to record the death of the oldest Member of the Club, Mr. G. J.
Steele. In his younger days he was an active Playing Member and for many years after gave his services as
Umpire.
Subscriptions were received from 33 Vice-Presidents and other subscribers donating from half a guinea
(10s.6d) to two guineas (£2. 2s. 0d), 82 members subscriptions amounted to
£15.11s. 6d.
The Stoolball Club had use of the ground for which they donated £2. 0. 0.
Net proceeds from the Bazaar amounted to £38. 11. 1.
The main expenditure was – Work on pavilion £27.10. 0, New materials and equipment £21. 3. 0.,
Groundsmen £13. 0. 0 and Conveyances and fares £10.14. 0.
The balance at Bank, 14/2/23 being £12. 3. 3.
Officers of the Club were: President - The Right Hon. Lord Denman.
Captain - Mr. C. D. Fastnedge.
Vice Captain - Mr. J. Steele
Hon. Treasurer - Mr. C. R. Webber.
Hon. Secretary - Mr. Geo. Mitchell.
Hon. Assist. Secretary - Mr. A. Stoner
Committee: Mr. F. J. Ball
Mr. H. N. Carey
Mr. G. Higham
Mr. W. Bates
Mr. A. J. Constable
Mr. G. Steele
Mr. W. Biles
Mr. C. R. Fastnedge
Mr. M. Stoner
Mr. S. Burt
Mr. G. Hazelden
Mr. F. Wilson
The Club obviously thrived during the years up to the outbreak of the Second World War; this was partly
due to the village being situated on the main railway line, unlike some local villages that had to rely on
motor vehicles, which were rare at the time. The train offered the best method of travel; in fact, in 1934 of
the twenty games arranged for the 1st. Xl half were against Brighton or Hove clubs, others included home
and away fixtures against Burgess Hill, Three Bridges and Roffey. There was no Sunday cricket at the
time, just Saturdays and Bank Holiday Mondays, when all-day games were played, in August the regular
match was played at Ditton Place starting at 11a.m. both teams were treated to a first class lunch and tea
served in a large marquee on the cricket ground, I was fortunate to be selected for the last two of these
games and will never forget the hospitality extended to us.
The 2nd.Xl mainly played against local teams such as, Worth Priory, The Hyde, (a Private Estate in
Handcross), Scaynes Hill, Cuckfield, Lindfield and paired up with the 1st.Xl against Burgess Hill, Roffey,
and Three Bridges, they also had a fairly full fixture list of eighteen matches from the first Saturday in May
to the end of September.
The President of the Club during the 1930’s was: The Right Hon. Lord Denman, G.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., J.P., P.C.
Vice-Presidents, consisting of local nobility and gentry who donated generously to The Club, were: Major General the Right Hon. the Earl of Athlone, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., D.S.O.
Mr. Llywellyn-Jones,
Captain O. C. W. Johnsen,
Mrs. Molesworth,
Dr. R. F. H. Newton, M.R.C.S
Mr. B. Balguy,
Lieut. -Colonel G. H. Prevost
Mrs. V. L. Ewart,
Mr. & Mrs. E. Routledge
Mrs. Clutton,
Sir Walter Scott
Mr. A. Delmotte
Rev. & Mrs. D. L. Secretan
Major F.H. Gale,
Lieut. -Colonel G. J. F. Talbot, D.S.O.,
Mr. S. A. Hermon,
Mr. G. Tetley,
Mr. D. Haworth-Booth,
Mr. O. H. Veasey,
Miss Hopkinson,
Mr. A. G. Vinten,
Mr. A. B. Horne,
Mr. H. Faure Walker, J.P.
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Club Officers in 1934 were: - 1st.Xl. Capt.- G. Richardson, Vice-Capt. - L. Botting
2nd.Xl Capt.- R. Wood, Vice-Capt. - S. Elliott
Hon. Secretary – H. E. Stoner, Hon. Assist. Sec.- R. A. V. Wood, Hon. Treasurer- G. Udall.
BALCOMBE CRICKET TEAM – 1934

“Vine” Hayler, Charlie Andrews, “Dicker” Botting, Horace Constable, Michael Knott, Reg. Kenward,
Cyril Hayler, Harold Kenward, “Bromstead” Botting, George Richardson
(Thatched pavilion can be seen on right of picture)
Club Officers in 1939 were: - 1st.Xl Capt.- H. Thompson, Vice-Capt. - H. Kenward
Vice-Capt. - D. Budden
2nd.Xl Capt.- F. Berry,
Hon. Secretary – H. Constable, Hon. Treasurer- C. Andrews
THE FORTIES
Cricket was not played at Balcombe during the war years and the ground reverted to a farm field. Sadly, the
attractive thatched roof pavilion was burnt down, I believe in the latter part of 1939, as it was one of the
first fires attended by the newly formed Turners Hill Fire Brigade. The Club’s equipment, including tables
and deck chairs, were rescued and stored by Mr. Brummitt and the Dennis mower by Mr. Tester.
A meeting, held in the Balcombe Men’s Club, on 18th.April 1946 was the first after the war- The mower to
be inspected by Reg. Kenward to decide if it was serviceable and all members were to attend the ground the
following Sunday to help with renovation.
Mr. Miller of the Paddockhurst Estate donated a Nissen hut, left at Monks Farm after the war, to the Club,
providing members were prepared to dismantle it transport and re-erect at the ground.
Mrs. Malthouse was asked if she could provide home teas.
Cuckfield Rural District Council approved plans for a replacement pavilion, providing no building
materials were required! Presumably this meant no concrete foundations, brickwork or tiled roof, as it was
eventually constructed of timber framing with shiplap sides and a corrugated iron roof.
Sunday fixtures were arranged as the season progressed and a date was set for Mr. Jimmy Stoner’s “Old
Crocks Xl.”, the team consisted of elderly ex players plus a few youngsters, I think I am right in saying
Trevor Botting’s debut was in one of these games. It always proved a popular social fixture and continued
for several years.
My first recollection of Balcombe cricket was this season, when my uncle, `Dicker’ Botting, Trevor’s
father, took me. I was soon given the task of taking the collection box round to the spectators. There were
wooden seats all around the ground at that time and proceed from the collection contributed in no small
way to Club funds.
At the end of the 1946 season it was agreed to purchase 3 tons of Marl (a red limy clay compound) to be
spread onto the square. The temporary hut was erected on sleepers ready for the following year.
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At the start of 1947 a catering licence was applied for so that teas could be provided on the ground, Mrs.
Malthouse to continue.
Merton College, Oxford was offered an all-day game during their tour of Sussex, provided they arrange
their own lunch! This fixture continued on a home and away basis for over ten years.
Mr. A. W. G. Smith drafted a policy of insurance to cover the Hut, Kit, Mower and General Liability for
£1. 0. 0. Per annum.
The Stoolball Club was granted use of the ground on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, and it was agreed
the British Legion could hold a fete there in August.
At this time the sanitary arrangements on the ground left a lot to be desired – the men’s consisted of a
trench, periodically filled with grass mowings, surrounded by upright corrugated sheets with no door! In
August it was mentioned “that some action be taken re a ladies lavatory” consequently a further 12 sheets
of corrugated iron were purchased for a similar designed toilet. It was not until 1950 that the Stoolball
Club requested a hut, complete with lockable door, and Elsan chemical toilet is provided. This was agreed.
The Social highlight of the season was the August Bank Holiday Dance held in the Victory Hall, tickets
were 2/- (10p) before or 2/6 on the door, dancing to the Rhythm Aces Band. Profit from the function
amounted to £34.13. 10
It was agreed to purchase 4 dozen caps, they were subsequently ordered from Selfridges at a cost of £31.16.0.
in Blue with a shield of white background and B.C.C. in gold lettering.
The need of a concrete practice wicket with nets and coconut matting was discussed.
Work to commence on the new pavilion on Sunday mornings during the winter.
1948 was to be a memorable season for me as I started playing in the Junior side, we were coached and
taken to away matches by Reg. Kenward, as there were not many local villages able to raise a side we
tended to play against Cuckfield, Lindfied and Brook Street on a fairly regular basis. The only stipulation
for becoming a junior was that you were under 16! As there was only one team per Club the age difference
was quite wide and in hindsight I think may have put more youngsters off than it encouraged. Opposing
teams always seemed to produce at least one fast bowler who had little respect for the size or age of the
batsman. Neil Bowers of Lindfield always seemed to score runs and take wickets against us, as did Tim
Peacock of Cuckfield, he went on to play and captain the team at senior level for many years, although I
believe we only met as opposing captains once, at the County Ground, Hove in the final of the PritchardGordon Knock-out Cup. Tim sadly lost an eye when he was young, and I well remember our ‘post match
debriefing,’ after he had once again skittled us out and scored most of the runs himself, Reg. Kenward said
“Well, think what he would have done if he had two eyes!”
There was always a problem with transport to away matches and the Club applied to the Regional Fuel
Office for a grant of petrol to members who were willing to use their vehicles.
Mr. Michael Knott, a playing member, was asked to make two canvas sightscreens, 10ft. wide, at £7. 0. 0.
each. He had a reputation of being a very fast runner, I never remember him bowling or scoring runs, but
the comment “he can run, that Michael” was often heard!
The committee felt they should exercise “some control over the score board, numbers to be put up in tens
and at the fall of a wicket”. A junior to be appointed, he would be paid 6d.out of the collection and
provided with tea.
There was concern over the recently purchased bails, which were over 1 inch too large!
Mr. Porter, of The Old Rectory, agreed for Mid-Sussex Water Company to bring a supply into his ground,
opposite Burstows shop, and install a meter for joint use, he would pay 2/3 and the Cricket Club 1/3 of
consumption.
My other memory of the season was Dicker Botting’s batting, he hit the ball harder than anyone I had seen
before or after, this may have been helped by the fact he was a woodman at Paddockhurst Estate then and
during the war, when every day was spent swinging an axe cutting down trees, which naturally gave him
very powerful arms, a cricket bat must have felt so light to him. I think Trevor was a more attractive stroke
player, but he was so strong and had such a good eye he could hit short pitched balls on or outside the off
stump, with a cross bat, straight past the bowler, and it took a brave man to put a hand to the ball. All
deliveries were given the same treatment, whether pitched on the line of stumps or not. During the season
he scored over a thousand runs and the Club recognized the achievement by presenting him a clock with
the inscription – “Presented to L. J. Botting by Balcombe C. C. and supporters on scoring 1,063 runs,
season 1948”. In total he scored 19 centuries for Balcombe including 157 (12- 6’s, 16 – 4’s) against The
Hyde, Handcross in May 1946, out of 205 for 5 chasing their score of 203 for 7.
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By 1949 the fixture list was very full, with two teams playing on Saturdays, “ A” Xl, & “B” Xl plus the
Sunday side, curiously, it was not until 1955 that a Sunday captain was elected. Presumably this duty being
carried out by either the “A” Xl Captain – L. J. Botting, Vice Captain - J. (Bromstead) Botting or “B” Xl
Captain – N. Wells, Vice Captain – T. Gardner.
Mr. Noel Wells was requested to fit a sink and drain to the pavilion. Mrs. Malthouse given permission to
sell ice creams on the ground, Mr. Porter offered to supply canvas for the deck chairs repayment could be
made from proceeds of hiring them at 3d. (approx.1p) per time. Agreed to buy 6 new balls @ 30/- (£1.50)
each and pair of pads for 35/-.
The Church Fete was held on the ground and the Cricket Club decided to run a side-show, using the new
concrete pitch, nets and coconut matting which had been anonymously donated, 6d. to be placed on middle
stump – 3 balls for 2d.
During this period the Cricket Ground or Braky Mead to give its correct name, was the centre of Village
outdoor activities, besides cricket and stoolball the ground and pavilion were used for the British Legion
Fete and Flower Show the Village School and Cubs for sports and cricket, occasional Church Fete and the
Football Club, who played in the Park mainly, but at least one season used the Cricket Ground including
the square, changed in the pavilion. All these activities took place with no vehicular access, other than
across the park when conditions allowed.
If the previous season favoured the batsman 1949 was the bowlers turn – Percy Wood, an excellent left arm
bowler, took over 100 wickets and it was agreed he should be presented with a trophy in the form of a
cricket bat with silver shield inscribed – “Balcombe C. C. Presented to P. C. Wood, 131 wickets 1949”
I remember one of my first games in the senior side, I was fielding in the slips, Percy bowling one end and
Peter Marchant the other, quite a formidable pair for a village team, I just prayed the batsman would not be
good enough to get an edge!

THE FIFTIES
It was agreed to fit a door to the visitor’s dressing room! The home equivalent, which was no more than
8ft. x 8ft. never had a door, just a sheet of canvas. The committee was also to consider having Calor gas in
the pavilion, prior to this the only way of heating water, for teas and washing up, was a Primus stove.
Arrangements were made for hiring a coach to Merton College, Oxford on 3rd. June at a cost of £22.10. 0.
Mrs. Thompson offered a free seat for doing teas.
A complaint was lodged regarding roughness of the Brook Street pitch and in preference they be offered
two games at Balcombe. I am not surprised at this comment as we once turned up for an evening junior
game and after assisting to drive cattle out of the field they proceeded to mow a strip just about wide and
long enough for us to play!
Final arrangements were made for the annual August Bank Holiday Dance, Mr. N. Wells to be M.C., with
L.F. Hayler, J. Bacon, G.Richardson and T. Gardner Doorkeepers.
Miss Tait, sister of the local doctor, a great supporter of the Cricket Club, donated a cup to be awarded each
year to “The most promising junior member aged 16 years and under irrespective of averages” the
nominations for the first year were: - A. Baldwin, B. Berry, A. Constable & J. Kenward, awarded to Tony
Baldwin.
British Legion granted permission to hold their Fete and Flower Show on the ground in 1951, but not to
accept their suggestion of amalgamating the Bank Holiday Dance and draw, as this was the Cricket Club’s
one and only appeal for funds.
In 1951 it was agreed to purchase a new 17inch Atco mower from Mr. Fenn of The Balcombe Garage also
members using their own cars for away matches be granted a petrol allowance based on the rate of 3rd.
Class rail or bus fare.
Mr. W. Robinson of Handcross to act as M.C. and provide music for an Old Time Dance on August Bank
Holiday Monday.
Parish Council were asked if action could be taken to enable prams to gain admittance to the Cricket
Ground, eventually a reply from the Council stated – “they were taking advice to see if it was legal for
prams to use the path
The junior cup to be presented to John Kenward at the A.G.M by Miss Tait. At the same time the
performance of Harry Thomason should be recorded, when he took 8 wickets for 12 runs, (including 5 in 7
balls) on 8th. July against Bath St. John’s, incidentally, the records show it was an all day match that
Balcombe lost!
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It was about this time that I progressed to the “B” Xl and what an experience it was; there were so many
wonderful characters, the cricket was not that serious but most enjoyable. The team usually consisted of
mainly “mature” players made up with youngsters who were expected to do most of the running about, as
the former players had considerable difficulty in bending down, the ball was rarely stopped if below knee
height! (It is a sobering thought that there are probably many in the present team that may well have had
the same opinion of me for the last twenty years!) The least active normally kept wicket, theory being the
ball had a good chance of hitting his pads provided he kept still, other players that came into this category
determined the number of slips employed! Fielding positions were described as – “By the clump of
daisies”, “Under the ash tree”, “Just to the left of that buttercup” or “In front of so-and-so’s seat”. The
locals were very possessive of their seats and woe betide anyone who sat on their favourite, therefore,
whether the seat was occupied or not it was still a landmark.
A contentious moment was guaranteed whenever sawdust was required, someone would comment “that’s
not sawdust, its wood-dust”; being too shy to proffer my opinion I still considered it to be valid point!
Various players were known for particular shots, for example, George Brooks who held the bat with both
hands at the top of the handle, hit the ball over the bowlers head for a massive six, and Harold Kenward, a
specialist at the “late cut”, unfortunately, they tended to try the shot with most balls and consequently the
success rate was limited!
On a more serious note, great respect was shown to umpires and it was not unusual to hear a bowler appeal
“How was that, Sir” and the reply looking at batsman “That is out, Sir” or to the bowler “That was not out”
The umpire seldom needed to make a decision on catches behind the wicket as a batsman walked without
hesitation if he was conscious of hitting the ball.
The “A” and Sunday Xl’s were much more energetic and consisted of players that had returned from War
or National Service such as, Harry Thompson, (Junior), Fred. Stevens, Tom Gardner, Ron Stevens,
Peter Marchant, Percy Wood, Harry Thomason, to mention just a few, Dicker Botting or Noel Wells led
them. Noel, usually fielded, enthusiastically, at “Silly mid off” about half way up the pitch, and very
straight, he took many reaction catches in this position, particularly early in the season on damp wickets,
when the batsmen played too soon. Vic Yaldren who fielded in a similar position on the leg side often
partnered him.
Harry Thomason was elected Captain in 1952, just for one season, he brought a new dimension to
Balcombe, being a fast bowler and having played league cricket, his appealing was both regular and
vociferous! However, it was he that suggested I open the innings, after seeing me bat in the lower orders
just a few times, a position I enjoyed and maintained for most of my career.
The Stoolball Club were given permission to hold their annual tournament on the ground and presented
with the key to ladies toilet, the onus being on them to keep it clean! They were requested to practice at the
bottom of the ground and not to use one pitch more than twice in succession.
Agreed to hire a coach for away matches to Cross-in-hand, Outwood and Oxford, but not to arrange away
fixtures with Southwick Wanderers and Old Georgians.
Mr. S. J. Procktor was thanked for his gift of 6 cricket balls.
A record number of runs, totaling 781, were scored during the weekend of 12th. & 13th. July against The
Station Hotel, Horley and Sutton, Middlesex.
It was agreed to purchase two new bats at 25/- each and recommend to the A.G.M. that subscriptions be
increased to 5/- (25p) and 1/- for juniors.
Worthians Dance Band together with Mr. W. Robinson as M.C. booked for August Bank Holiday, Messrs.
J. Bacon, F. A. Parker and L. F. Hayler appointed as door-keepers with Miss A Eager to look after
cloakroom.
In 1953 the Parish Council proposed fitting a ‘pen gate’ at the entrance to cricket field, which was
accepted. Agreed the Club should join Mid-Sussex Cricket Association. Stoolball Club decided to play all
junior matches on the Recreation Ground. Cricket Club to co-operate with and notify Mr. L. Burnett of all
functions to avoid a clash of events in the village. The Miss Tait cup was awarded to Alan Jones.
Mr. I. M. Leslie, J.P. of ‘Pippins’, Oldlands Avenue, took over as Club Treasurer, he was also a member of
The Invalids C.C., made up of mainly theatrical and literary people, he introduced the team to Balcombe
which started a close association that continues to date, apart from a few years when the fixtures list did not
allow.
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BALCOMBE C.C. - 1954

Phil Secretan, Noel Wells, “Drummer” Robins, “Dicker”Botting, Harry Thomason, Fred Stevens,
“Vine” Hayler, (Umpire),
Harry Thompson, (Scorer)
Harry Thompson, (Junior), Tony Baldwin, Reg. Kenward, Cyril Hayler, Albert Constable.

Agreed to pay - Subs. to Sussex C.C.C. £2. 2. 0, Mid-Sussex Cricket Association 15/- and coach to Merton
College £15.10. 0. all members, umpires and scorer to pay.
John Kenward to be nominated as the amateur requested by Sussex Cricket Association.
Thanks conveyed to Mr. A. Constable for his work on the sink! Also Mr. J. Kenward for work on the
mowers.
Capt. Edward Wright, who had been the Club President since the war, retired and Capt. F. R. Wright
succeeded him. Of the 20 games arranged on Sundays, only two, Outwood and Horsted Keynes, were
away from home.
Letter of thanks sent to Mr. Arthur Watkins for entertaining the Cricket Club after his match on July 18th.
Agreed two juniors, Trevor Botting and Peter Thompson, should be brought to the notice of the County
Club.
Mr. R. Kenward and Mr. H. Thompson were delegated to attend a meeting of the Mid-Sussex Cricket
Association when it was decided to disband the Mid-Sussex section.
Mr. John Butler, who was employed as Sub-Agent on The Balcombe Estate, proved to be a great asset to
the Club both on and off the field for many years. He thanked the Club for use of the ground for an inter
Estate match with Paddockhurst.
Although not strictly a Balcombe match I thought it worth recording details as many local characters,
which one would not normally associate with cricket, were involved.
17th. June 1954

Balcombe Estate v Paddockhurst Estate
Botting L
Marchant P.
Constable A.
Clifton M.
McDougall L.
Hughes A.K.
Wheatley E.
Constable E.
Upton F.
Wilde K.E.
Constable S.
Extras :-

Paddockhurst Estate
c Butler b Day
b Lewis K.
Run out
b Day
c Lewis P. b Botting C.
b Robins
b Butler
b Lewis K.
b West
Not out
b Lewis K.
Byes – 2, Wides –
Total

1
4
27
8
7
9
0
3
2
6
0
6
73

Bowling :- Lewis K. 3 for 14, Day E. 2 for 25
Botting C. 1 for 10, West . 1 for 10

West J
Botting C.
Day E.
Lewis K.
Lewis P.
Botting J.
Butler J.
Robins A.
Jenkins R .
Marchant A
Botting A.
Extras :-

Balcombe Estate
c Marchant b Clifton
c Marchant b Constable A
Hit wkt. b Wheatley
b Clifton
c Marchant b Clifton
b Clifton
Run out
b Constable E.
b Constable E.
Not out
c Marchant b Wheatley
Total

2
1
5
0
0
2
37
2
0
1
5
0
55

Clifton M. 4 for 3, Wheatley E. 2 for 4
Constable E. 2 for 4, Constable A. 1 for 6
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It was during this Season that I realized cricket was not the only way of ‘bowling a maiden over’ and I
remember batting at Balcombe and being slightly distracted by Beryl walking down the footpath in a full
length flowered dress, having travelled by train from Lingfield to East Grinstead, East Grinstead to Three
Bridges and Three Bridges to Balcombe. The event did not improve my game, as I could not wait to get
out, and look for lost balls in Braky Wood! Unlike a situation many years later when I had never had such
an incentive to bat throughout an innings, it followed a party the night before where - the drink flowed, the
dancing slowed and the lights glowed! George always was very economical with electricity at his parties –
I inadvertently disclosed where I was due to play cricket the following day. As I was walking out to toss
up, to my surprise (horror) I noticed a certain young lady drive into the field, naturally I had to elect to field
first! After a brief conversation at tea I proceeded to achieve my objective. Sorry --------!
A proposal from the Committee to recommend to the 1955 A.G.M. that Mr. T. Hall, Mr. G.F. Church and
Mr. J.R. Greenwood be nominated as Vice Presidents, also that Mr. V.C. Yaldren be elected as Chairman
due to the resignation of Mr. Kenward.
The Treasurer reported that the Balance Sheet to be produced at the A.G.M. would show a balance of about
£56. 0. 0..
The Stoolball Club were granted use of the ground Tuesday and Thursday evenings and asked if they
would be prepared to sell the Cricket Club their Elsan toilet.
A letter of thanks to be sent to Mr. L.T. Davies for chain harrowing the field, and the Treasurer requested to
“provide a little refreshment allowance to the worker concerned”.
The School granted use of end of pitch for practice and matches.
The question of players living outside the district joining the Club was discussed at length, it was agreed
that H. Morecroft and R. J. Crawley be accepted as members for the Season but that this problem was to be
kept under constant review by the committee. How many clubs would survive today if they observed these
criteria?
Arrangements for the August Bank Holiday Dance were finalised, Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Wells to act as
M.C’s, Tickets to be 2/- & 2/6 as previous ten years! The profit amounted to £19. 8. 9.
Mr. Tony Baldwin looked after the junior section and recommended Peter Thompson receive the Miss
Tait Cup.
The Cricket and Stoolball Club’s linked up with aid for Victory Hall funds, and the Cricket Club held a
draw in aid of “The George Robb Ball”.
1956 A.G.M. held on Friday 13th. April. As Capt. F.R. Wright had left the district Mr. A.W.G. Smith was
nominated as his successor with the following additional Vice Presidents: - Mr. Tony Haworth-Booth, Sir
R. Franklin, Mr. R. Alexander and Mr. G. Ravenscroft.
Miss Tait kindly agreed to organize teas for the season.
Mr. A. Parsons obtained a roller seat for use by the Club. Prior to this, walking behind the 36” Dennis
mower and emptying the box either in the bottom corner, where the new nets are, or behind the mower
shed, was required each time the cricket field was cut. The machine was extremely temperamental and
objected to being interfered with by anyone other than the regular operators, Harry Thompson or Reg
Kenward, as Noel Wells discovered to his cost. He was swinging the starting handle one day when it
‘kicked’ and broke his arm.
The playing area was not so large in those days, the boundary being defined all round by the edge of the
long grass, even along the wood side there was a strip in front of the seats and ditch, at the bottom end, it
formed a curve some ten yards in from the field gate.
Michael Wickens and Digby Haworth Booth were recommended for County coaching. Tony Baldwin and
Malcolm Pattenden to organize juniors and arrange matches.
A claim to be made to the Sun Insurance Co., following an injury to Mr. John Kenward’s shoulder during a
recent match.
Problems were still being incurred regarding the ladies toilet and eventually Mr. W. Botting (known locally
as “Corn”) agreed to empty the Elsan for £3.10. 0. per season, the cost to be shared with Stoolball Club.
The raffle for a cricket bat, which had kindly been donated, raised £5.10. 0., it was won by Mr. J. Stoner,
the Club purchased it from him for £2.10. 0.
A request from the Football Club to use the ground for 1956-7 season was refused owing to the lapse of
time between end of football and start of cricket being far too short to allow the ground to recover.
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At the A.G.M. I was elected Sunday Xl Vice–Captain and happened to be called upon many times to carry
out the duty, which proved to be a rather daunting task as I was nearly always the youngest player on the
field and had to direct instructions to, my Uncle, the Agent’s of two local Estates and several players that
had been previous Captains. However, together with Tony Baldwin who held a similar position on
Saturdays, we survived and I think the experience helped us both make responsible decisions in the future.
The Balcombe Estate kindly offered a strip of land in Alley Field, adjoining the footpath, wide enough for
motor vehicles to drive to the cricket ground. A long discussion ensued in Committee as to whether it was
a good idea or not, one or two members feared the ground would lose its character and the outfield be badly
damaged. It was finally agreed to accept and thank The Estate for their most generous terms and proceed at
the earliest opportunity to erect a fence.
The traditional August Bank Holiday Dance had to be cancelled due to the Committee being unable to
engage a band on that day, it being rearranged for 6th. October, which proved to be a success, making a
profit of £37.18.11., it was decided to book the Victory Hall and band for the last day of Summer 1957.
On the cricket field, without doubt, the highlight was Trevor Botting’s performance at Hurstpierpoint on
13th. July when he took all ten opposing wickets for just thirteen runs, and this before he had attained the
age of seventeen! This was by no means a flash-in-the-pan as he and I successfully opened the bowling
against the following sides. (Opponents total score in brackets) :- Worthing Post Office (24) T.B.-5 for 8,
A.C.- 5 for 12, at Worthing, for whom Percy Wood was then playing. Test Equipment (38) T.B.-5 for 15,
A.C.– 4 for 10. Station Hotel, Horley (49) T.B. – 6 for 26, A.C. – 4 for 13. Dr. Wright’s Xl (Merton
College) (58) T.B.– 4 for 38, A.C.– 6 for 18, Haywards Heath 2nd. Xl (64) T.B.– 4 for 22, A.C.– 6 for 37.
Trevor’s other notable figures that year were – 7 for 23 v Outwood, 7 for 38 v R.N.V.R. and 6 for 38 plus
55 runs v Cuckfield 2nd.Xl.
Hurstpierpoint C.C. kindly had the match ball mounted, inscribed and presented to Trevor to commemorate
his achievement.
Balcombe v Hurstpierpoint at Hurstpierpoint on 13th. July 1956
Balcombe
A. Constable
I. Leslie
A. Robins
P. Thompson
T. Botting
F. Stevens
V. Yaldren
F. Alexander
M. Pattenden
S. Johnson
A. Francis
Extras: -

I. Cox
H.Gladman
A.J. King
J. Brown

Hurstpierpoint
c A.J. King

c Curd
c&b
c Mellings
l.b.w.
Not out
Not out
Did not bat
Did not bat
Byes – 6

Overs
11
12
5
3

b H. Gladman
b Cox
b H. Gladman
b A.J. King
H. Gladman
b H. Gladman
b H. Gladman

21
3
16
23
26
0
1
4
0

Leg Byes – 1
Total……….

7
101

Maidens
3
2
0
1

Runs
29
35
24
6

Wkts
1
5
1
0

P. Gladman
H. Gladman
H. Stagg
W. King
A. Kirby
R. Pannett
A. King
P. Mellings
I. Cox
J. Brown
W. Curd
Extras: -

Not out
l.b.w.
l.b.w.
c Leslie
c Thompson
c Pattenden
c Constable
l.b.w.

b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting
b T. Botting

Byes
Total……

T. Botting
A. Robins

Overs
16
15

Maidens
7
9

Runs
13
9

7
2
5
0
0
2
7
0
0
0
0
6
29
Wkts.
10
0

On Monday 5th. November I set off for Cardington, Bedfordshire, to embark on my National Service in the
R.A.F., after three eventful days I returned home, invalided out! The Medical Officer informed me that I
had a “shadow on my lung” and it was considered too risky to keep me, should I develop T.B. the Air
Force would have to compensate me for the rest of my life!
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The next two years were to completely change my life! In 1957 I was elected Sunday Xl Captain but after
just one game I had a serious motor-cycle accident which badly damaged my right knee amongst other
minor injuries. I was off work for over ten months of which three were in hospital including four weeks in
St. Thomas’ London. I received many get-well messages from individuals plus Balcombe Football Club
and The Men’s Club but, ironically, nothing from the Cricket Club! The only mention in the Minutes is as
follows: - “The question of another Captain in place of Mr. A. Constable was left, as there are two ViceCapts. this was considered enough”
It was proposed that a collection be made at the ground, on a suitable date, and forwarded to the Maurice
Tate Memorial Gates Fund at the County Ground.
A.G.M. held on 26th. March showed a total of £101. 1.11. on the Balance Sheet considered to be most
satisfactory considering the heavy expenditure on motor mower.
Michael Wickins received Miss Tait cup for 1956.
A replacement hut with a new Elsan toilet was erected for the ladies, using existing tin sheets.
A letter from Mr. G. Bates of Kemps farm was received stating he would hold the Cricket Club responsible
for any damage incurred to his corn crop in Alley Field. A wire netting fence was erected between the field
and entrance drive to Cricket Ground.
Two sheets of polythene were presented to the Club for covering the wickets.
Concern was raised regarding the Merton College matches, that unless a stronger team was fielded in each
game there was a distinct possibility the fixtures would be lost.
Arrangements for ‘Last day of Summer Dance’ were in hand. The Topliners Band booked with a request
that there be sessions of ‘Rock and Roll’. Tickets still 2/- and 2/6. M.C.’s N. Wells and A. Baldwin,
cloakroom – Mrs Stoner.
The Insurance Co. to be contacted regarding a possible claim, on behalf of Mr. George Smith, for the loss
of three teeth. If no success the Club would subscribe £1.0.0 towards the cost, but that it should not afford a
basis for any future claim that may arise.
The Miss Tait cup to be presented to Digby Haworth-Booth at the A.G.M. for the 1957 season.
It was great credit to Hurstpierpoint that they continued the fixture with Balcombe, following Trevor
Botting’s performance the previous season he had no mercy when he took 5 for 12 in 10.4 overs at
Balcombe helping to dismiss them for 42 when chasing the home teams meagre total of 56. At the
corresponding away game he again had remarkable figures of 8.3 overs, 4 mdns., 4 runs, 8 wkts..
‘Drummer’ Robins deserves mention for his bowling over many years when he could be termed as the
‘Shane Warne of Balcombe’, he had the ability to turn the ball both ways extremely deceptively, bowling
off a few paces which could better be described as a ‘walk-up’ rather than ‘run-up’! He could, and often
did, bowl unchanged throughout an innings, not that it was such a great physical endurance in some cases,
for example in a most extraordinary match that year against Scaynes Hill, the opposition were dismissed for
just 13 runs in only 8.2 overs! All the runs being scored off Trevor’s bowling when he took 6 for 13 while
‘Drummer’ replied with 4 for 0 in his 4 overs. They were a most unlikely, but very effective opening pair,
Trevor being short and bowled fast whilst ‘Drummer’ was a fairly tall man and bowled slow. During
Trevor’s ten-wicket haul at Hurst ‘Drummer’ supported by bowling 15 overs for 9 runs, mainly against
opening batsman P. Gladman, who carried his bat for 7 not out.
John Butler and Alan Hughes were most attractive batsman and both bowled well which considerably
strengthened the team when they played. David Noble also came into the same batting category although he
never made the number of runs he looked capable of scoring, but he was an outstanding fielder particularly
in the covers, his brother Michael by his own admission, was never in the same league and felt his valuable
time could be better spent elsewhere than five or six hours on a cricket field! I must confess I could not
disagree with the point after seeing his many wonderful paintings.
Between operations I managed a few games at the end of the season, one of which was at Crawley Down
where David Stripp scored 109 and Colin Hunt 71* in a partnership of 160. Dave had recently returned
from County cricket with Sussex where his main claim to fame was whilst fielding at ‘short leg’, during the
match against Middlesex, he threw down the stumps to run out Denis Compton. Chasing their total of 216
for 6 we held out for a draw with John Butler scoring 58 and I made 25* with the aid of a runner.
Whilst at the non strikers end, Dave “kindly” advised that it was only a matter of time before he bowled me
off my pads as I had a fairly square on stance it made the wicket twice as wide. A point I took on board for
the future, it was true I had been dismissed in this manner a few times.
A lithe young Peter Thompson had a good season scoring 71 not out v Scaynes Hill and 55 not out v The
Chairman’s Xl.
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In 1958 the Juniors were coached by A. Robins, L. Jeffries and his son-in-law George Smith.
Mrs Wickens agreed to organise teas and Mr. W. Botting was offered £2. 0. 0. for emptying the Elsan toilet
with extra if the task was required more than once a fortnight!
Fears about the Merton College match were well founded as again an inferior strength side was sent to
Oxford and they cancelled the fixture at Balcombe, although this was possibly due to lack of support on
their part in getting enough players to tour.
A letter of thanks sent to Mrs Greenwood of The Balcombe Estate for supplying wood to erect an
ornamental fence enclosing a small area at the front of the pavilion.
Trevor Botting, again dominated the cricket with his bowling, the President, Mr. A. W. G. Smith offered to
provide a bat, on behalf of The Club, to commemorate his feat of taking over 100 wickets during the season
it was presented at the Annual Dance.
I think the consistency of Trevor’s bowling justifies listing details of matches in which notable
performances were made by him and other members during the year.
Outwood – 73 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 35 in 11.2 overs. Balcombe – 74 for 5.
Tottenham G. S. O. B’s – 108 all out , T.J.B. 5 for 30 in 15 overs. Balcombe – 109 for 7, T.J.B. 58*
Old Georgians – 41 all out, T.J.B. 8 for 18 in 8.3 overs, (first 8 batsman all bowled), Balcombe – 42 for 3.
Balcombe – 136 all out, T.J.B. 41, Southwick Wanderers – 65 for 4, T.J.B. 4 for 7 in 9 overs (Rain )
Balcombe – 132 all out. Horsted Keynes – 77 all out, P. Thompson 9 for 22 in 12.3 overs.
Crawley – 178 for 5 dec. Balcombe – 121 all out, P. Thompson 54.
Balcombe - 153 for 6, T.J.B. 66*. Navestock, Essex,- 77 all out, T.J.B. 5 for 22.
Staplefield – 64 all out, T.J.B. 5 for 24 in 16 overs. Balcombe – 65 for 9.
Balcombe – 212 all out, T.J.B. 64, Worthing Post Office – 141 all out, P. Wood 64, T.J.B. 6 for 28.
Balcombe – 90 all out, H. Thompson 51, Patcham Priory – 83 all out.
Balcombe – 209 for 5, A. Hughes 116. Newick – 94 all out, T.J.B. 5 for 25 in 11 overs .
Balcombe – 181for 5, T.J.B.- 65, Cuckfield 1st. Xl – 85 all out, J. Butler 5 for 6 in 3.3 overs.
Balcombe – 230 for 7, T.J.B.- 62, Ardingly – 57 all out, T.J.B. 7 for 25 in 12.2 overs.
Balcombe – 208 for 6, A. Baldwin – 94*, T.J.B.-85. The Invalids – 68 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 14 in 11.
Prestonville – 82 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 30 in 16 overs, Balcombe – 83 for 4.
Balcombe – 210 for 8, “Dicker” Botting 117. London Transport (Battersea) – 33 all out, T.J.B. 9 for 6.
Balcombe – 61 all out.
Prestonville – 33 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 14.
Balcombe – 176 for 5, J. Butler 60, T.J.B. 50*. Hove British Legion – 55 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 13 in 12.
It is ironic that when Trevor played for the Sussex Schools team, the County coach accused him of bowling
too fast and made him keep wicket, a position he was never interested in before or since!
The Miss Tait Junior Cup was awarded to Norman Vidler.
On a personal note, I was again only able to play a few games. However, circumstances improved as I was
offered a job in the Paddockhurst Estate Office, thanks to the Agent, Alan Hughes, who realized I would
not be able to continue with my plumbing career after the accident. It proved to be the best thing that could
have happened as I thoroughly enjoyed the challenges incurred during the next 43 years, culminating in the
position of Estate Manager for the last seventeen.
I also got married to Beryl in November- I have always felt there should be a ‘close season’ for weddings
from 30th. April to 1st. October so that they do not interfere with cricket! - It may be considered this has
nothing to do with Balcombe Cricket Club but the importance of ladies in running a Club should never be
underestimated and Beryl played a large part in helping with and organising teas for many years also taking
and passing on messages often at most inconvenient times and generally supporting me – most of the time!
The 1959 season commenced with a delicate situation for the Committee – the juniors had, for several
years, been invited by the Monks of Worth Priory to play a Sunday morning game at Worth against a
School team early in May, unfortunately this upset the local Rector who wrote a letter to Worth Priory
objecting to the match being played on a Sunday. The Secretary was instructed to write a letter of apology
to Father Peter for interference by the Rector in the Club’s internal affairs and hoped it would not influence
him in dropping the fixture, as it was much appreciated by The Club and junior players. A letter was also
sent to the Rector regretting his interference in the Club’s affairs and offering to have a meeting to discuss
the position if he so desired.
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At the next meeting the Chairman read a letter from the Rector, regarding the game at Worth Priory,
“it was agreed the contents be noted”
Mr. A. Robins and Mr. G. Smith continued to run the juniors. Mrs L. Jeffries kindly agreed to organise
teas and Mr. W. Botting to continue doing the ladies lavatory.
Coaches were booked for away matches to Navestock –36 seater and Worthing – 33 seater, from Carters of
Plummers Plain.
During a particularly hot and dry July the Committee considered watering the pitch, after a long discussion
the motion “to take a calculated risk,” was carried with two abstentions.
As it had not been possible to hire a band for the Annual Dance, provisionally arranged for 3rd. October, it
was cancelled for that year.
During the season several young players represented the Club at senior level, including:- John Tomlinson,
Norman Vidler, Alan Francis, Keith Robins and Jim Mitchell.
Some matches worthy of note, it is interesting that of these games the only time Balcombe batted second
they were all out for just 28 runs!
Balcombe – 89 all out. Crawley Down – 61 all out, T.J.B. 7 for 37.
Patcham – 149 all out. Balcombe – 28 all out. (A very good side on paper!)
Balcombe – 133 all out, G. Smith – 55*. Southwick Wanderers – 81 all out, T.J.B. 7 for 29.
Balcombe – 84 all out. Sunnyside – 29 all out, T.J.B. 5 for 14.
Balcombe – 86 all out. Navestock – 72 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 23.
Balcombe – 82 all out. Staplefield – 68 all out, J. Butler 6 for 8 in 17 overs.
Balcombe – 174 – 8, T.J.B. 72, Brentford Transformers – 102 all out, J. Butler 6 for 29.
Balcombe – 149 – 6, J. Butler 64. Crawley – 67 all out, J. Butler 6 for 21.
Balcombe – 175 – 9, J. Butler 73. Cuckfield 1st. Xl – 90 all out, T.J.B. 5 for 37.
Balcombe – 187 – 5, G. Smith 50. Scaynes Hill – 33 all out, T.J.B. 6 for 17.
Balcombe 2nd.Xl – 75 all out, T. Newbit 42. Ardingly – 28 all out, N. Vidler 7 for 14.
BALCOMBE CRICKET PAVILION
Built by local building firm, Wells & Wood, in 1948.
Demolished 1971

Front entrance via section of building removed (can be seen leaning against right hand side of pavilion) and
secured inside with 4 barrel bolts. Flaps on either side of openings hinged at top and propped up with tent
poles. Visitors changing room on right extending to full depth. Home, half depth, to left of opening. Basic
kitchen in “L” shaped area behind large window.
2ft. x 2ft. concrete blocks formed floor, which originally came with ex army Nissan Hut from Monks, they
were later used for the “patio” in front of new pavilion, and finally replaced in 2002.
Slip Cradle, designed and made by George Sargent, used in Twenty First Century by local Herdsman as
sleeping aid during Cricket Week!
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THE SIXTIES
The 1960 A.G.M. was held on Friday 8th. March in the Assembly Room, opposite Half Moon.
Balance Sheet showed an excess of expenditure over income for the year of £12. 6.11. which was due to
improvements carried out to ground and pavilion.
Mrs L. Jeffrey thanked for organising teas and stated she was prepared to carry on doing so.
Mr. A.T.D. Baldwin would not be able to continue as Fixtures Secretary due to him moving from the
village.
At the first Committee Meeting on 9th. May in the Men’s Club the situation regarding the lack of a Fixtures
Secretary had not been solved so Mr. J. Butler offered to resign as Captain and take on the job, providing
Mr. A. Constable agreed to become Captain – this was approved.
It was confirmed that the Brentford Transformers match be replaced by Steyning. This being the start of
Home and Away fixtures for many years.
The Cobwebs Dance Band was booked for the annual function on 24th. September, as they could not make
the August Bank Holiday. Advertisements inserted in the Mid-Sussex Times for two weeks prior to the
dance.
During the playing season two of the best bowling performances were achieved by Peter Maynard who
took 7 for 30 against Patcham Priory and 7 for 33 against Ifield. Peter was one of the most gifted natural
sportsman I knew, he was a good snooker player, brilliant at darts and played football for many local clubs
including East Grinstead, when they played at West Street opposite Queens Road, together with his two
older brothers, Arthur and Percy, Three Bridges and Crawley for whom he was a prolific goal scorer
especially good with his head. I think it is fair to say he did not consider cricket to be one of his favourite
games, rather something to do during the afternoon before pubs opened! However, he contributed a great
deal to Balcombe and Paddockhurst Estate’s side in the early years of the Pritchard Gordon Cup. It was
during a match at Chailey when I was keeping wicket to him that I was intrigued to notice hardly two balls
performed in the same way, at the end of an over I inquired how he held the ball, the answer he gave was
“Just as it lands in my hand when I catch it, why, does it make any difference?”
His best bowling performance for Balcombe was against Copthorne in 1964 when he took 9 wickets for 36
runs and in the same year scored 83 runs at Outwood, by far his most spectacular innings was at Staplefield
in 1961when he dispatched the ball to all quarters of the triangular village green! Just 45 minutes after
going into bat and with one ball to go before tea he required one run for his maiden century, which he
promptly got after much encouragement from the pavilion.
The highest scoring match was at home against Sunnyside when Balcombe scored 261 for 4, (T. Botting –
72*, A. Constable –55, J. Butler –50 and A. Hughes –44). Sunnyside replied with 180 for 4, (T. Humphrey
87*, T. Botting 4 – 26).
Other notable performances were:J. Butler: – 6 for 69 in 25 overs v Haywards Heath 1st. Xl., 7 for 27 v Southwick Wanderers, 5 for 17 v
Outwood, 73 v The Ravers, 56 v Prestonville and 52 v Hurstpierpoint.
A. Hughes: – 75* and 6 for 29 v Steyning, 54 and 6 for 22 v Belgrave and 53 v Lower Beeding
D. Noble: - 79 v Worthing Post Office and 56 v Lower Beeding.
G. Smith:- 65 v Ifield and 63* v The Invalids.
T. Botting:- 60* v Cuckfield, 7 for 30 v West Hoathly, 6 for 33 v Staplefield and 5 for 6 v Outwood.
A. Robins:- 7 for 55 v The Invalids and 5 for 19 v Staplefield.
A.Constable:- 6 for 20 v Hurstpierpoint and 5 for 33 v Cuckfield
The Miss Tait Junior Cup awarded to Keith Robins.
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Towards the end of 1960 season and beginning of 1961 a certain amount of unrest occurred in the Club, it
concerned the matter of entertaining opponents after a game. Only large Clubs such as Haywards Heath,
Cuckfield and Lindfield had a bar in the pavilion, all others retired to the local pub. Many convivial
evenings were spent in The Half Moon with Bill and Connie Blackburn also later Bill and Edna Halford,
sometimes playing cricket on the dart board, or on nice summer evenings just standing about outside
chatting or playing silly drinking games! To repay us for our custom they would often bring out some
snacks that were much appreciated.
The problem arose when the Balcombe Men’s Club was being refurbished and allowed ladies in as guests
prior to becoming, as it is now, a Social Club. As the drinks were cheaper in the Club an element of the
players and supporters started to abandon The Half Moon, preferred by most opposition teams, which left
the entertaining to just a few Balcombe members.
The matter was brought up in committee and a rather diplomatic minute states: - “ The question of
entertainment of the opposition after home games was raised, after some discussion it was felt that any step
taken should be voluntary on the part of members, free from Club control.”
I personally felt the atmosphere in a pub to be preferable, where the space is more confined it generally
resulted in teams mixing rather more than the larger area of a pavilion or Club.
Being in the minority, it was not long before the Social Club became the regular venue for all of us.
Mr George Smith was co-opted onto the committee to represent and report on juniors
Concern was expressed about the poor condition of the pitch, ways of improving included re-seeding or returfing, agreed to buy a lorry load of Surrey loam and re-seed the ends of the square in September.
Working party organised to cut scrub around the boundary.
Annual Dance held in Victory Hall on 14th. October to The Cobwebs Band produced a profit of £33. 0. 0..
Miss Tait Cup awarded to Victor Dudman. (John Tomlinson’s uncle although several years younger!)
During the season 38 games were played: - Won – 20, Lost – 16, Drawn – 2.
Some good individual performances by: BATTING: -

P. Maynard
J. Butler
A. Hughes
T. Botting
G. Smith

100*
92*
73
67
62

v
v
v
v
v

Staplefield
Cuckfield
A.T.L. Watkins Xl
Crawley Down
Merstham

BOWLING: -

J. Butler
T. Botting
A. Constable
R. Stevens
A. Hughes

9 – 14
6 – 10
6 – 23
5–5
5–7

v
v
v
v
v

Belgrave
Cuckfield
Outwood
Lindfield
Hove British Legion

A sub-committee was formed comprising of V. C. Yaldren, (Chairman), C. G. McG. Williams, (Fixtures
Secretary), J. W. B. Butler, (Captain) and H. Thompson, (Secretary) to organise a Club Dinner at The
Kings Head Hotel, Cuckfield on 24th. November 1961.
It was a formal event for “Men only” with the following Toasts: H. M. THE QUEEN Proposed by THE PRESIDENT (A. W. G. Smith.)
THE GUESTS

Proposed by
Reply by

THE CHAIRMAN (V. C. Yaldren.)
L. J. CLAKE, Esq. (Lindfield Cricket Club.)

THE CLUB

Proposed by
Reply by

DENNIS CASTLE, Esq., (Lords Taverners.)
A. B. HAWORTH-BOOTH, Esq., (Vice President.)
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Victor Yaldren was a great asset to the Club, he took over from Reg. Kenward as Chairman in 1955 and
held the position until 1966, he was also Treasurer for six years from 1957 to 1962. He was born and
brought up at Paddockhurst (now Worth Abbey) where his father Bill (Pop) Yaldren was employed by
Lord Cowdray with responsibility of managing the Silver Room, mother (Mo) ran a small shop, mainly
selling cigarettes and a few sweets during the war years from their home at Stone Cottages. Vic. went to
East Grinstead Grammar School and later qualified as a Chartered Accountant working his way up to
Company Secretary for “Norcros”.
He was a very keen cricketer with limited ability, however, he specialised in the art of “taking guard”,
many times I have watched him striding, purposefully, to the wicket and on arrival, take a long look at the
field placing, take guard, mark the crease with bat and boot, step aside and count the number of fielders,
adjust his pads and finally prepare to receive the first ball, which invariably clean bowled him! I may be
slightly unfair to Vic as he did open the batting on a number of occasions scoring over 30 runs at least
once!
An example of Vic’s sense of humour was during a game at Leatherhead, I had the privilege of being
invited to take a side to their lovely ground by the husband of Beryl’s cousin, at the time he was
groundsman and 2nd. Xl Captain, his side was picked from Club members, chiefly on their social prowess,
it always included a great character, the late Charles Gardner, B.B.C.’s Air Correspondent who is best
remembered for his commentaries at Farnborough Air Displays. My team, selected for the same reason,
consisted of mainly Balcombe members. In one match we were getting rather behind the clock when it was
Vic’s turn to bat, as he left the pavilion I requested he tell the ‘not out’ batsman to “ push the scoring rate
on”. In true tradition he returned after just one ball, next in was another lovely chap, Maurice Blake, whose
batting was suspect to say the least, after a similar fate he returned to the pavilion, exhausted by the long
walk, to be greeted by Vic saying “ Well, I had to go out to deliver a message, what was your purpose?”
I was invited as a guest player for Leatherhead on several occasions, once at Walton-on-Thames, I
mistimed a hook and top edged the ball into my face resulting in a visit to their hospital. When having the
stitches removed at Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead, the leading centre of plastic surgery, the
doctor said “ Who on earth did this for you – a cobbler!”
In 1962 the pavilion was deemed to be in need of serious attention to the roof timbers, renewing the purlins
as they were suffering from woodworm, seemed to be the least. However, with much support from the
President, Arthur Watkins, a fund was set up to build a new pavilion, if constructed of cedar wood with a
mineral felt roof, the estimated cost would be about £600. Therefore, it was decided to treat the woodwork
as a temporary measure.
Due to problems with transport and lack of interest in such a long journey, it was decided to drop the
fixture with Navestock, Brentwood, Essex.
A new 20” Ransomes motor mower was purchased. In order to raise some funds it was decided to run a
really good raffle – tickets to be 1/- each, 1st. prize a Transistor Radio or Food-mixer, value £12.10. 0.
2nd. Prize to be a Ladies or Gents Wrist Watch, value £8. 0. 0., 3rd. prize Ronson Cigarette Lighter or Ladies
Hair Dryer, value £4.10. 0.
The village greengrocers shop was owned and run by Mr. W. Ternant, (son of the famous Band Leader)
who offered to organise a dance for Club funds. With his theatrical connections, he promised to get a
celebrity to perform, probably Miss Anthony.
Due to a misunderstanding regarding hire of the Victory Hall, the dance had to be rearranged for 3rd.
November. Mr. W. Ternant was invited to attend a Committee Meeting to advise on his plans for the dance.
He stated that he had arranged caterers, band and arrival and return of Miss Anthony.
There is very little mention of the Dance in the Minutes, apart from there being no report on finances by the
following May! At least two people had not been paid – Margo Vigar for assistance with catering and
Laker and Knapp for flowers presented to Miss Anthony – the matter was still unresolved in September
when the committee agreed accounts be settled from Club Funds to avoid further embarrassment.
I cannot remember much about the dance, except that Miss Anthony, whom very few people had heard of,
sang ‘This old house’ a hit song made famous by Rosemary Clooney. Mr Ternant was not invited to run
any other functions!
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A request from Ian Thomson of Sussex C.C.C. for the Club to raffle an autographed cricket bat towards his
benefit the following year was agreed to by the Committee.
Subscriptions to join the Club at this time were: Playing member (16 years and over) 5/- (25p)
“
“
(Under 16 years) …….3/6 (17p)
Plus a levy of 1/- per head for the 1st. & 2nd. Xl’s (excluding under 16 years) at each home match.
‘Set teas’ at home games were plated up, 4 quarter sandwiches, all different with one cake plus a slice of
sponge at a cost of 2/- (10p). Visitors paid an agreed price for individual items of food and drink. Umpires
and scorers were supplied free of charge. Agreed to purchase a Tupperware container to keep sandwiches
fresh.
Unfortunately, no details of matches are available for the 1962 season apart from the fact that 11 games
were cancelled due to bad weather, of the 37 played, 18 – Won, 15 – Lost, 4 – Drawn.
Until 1962 the tradition was to have a separate captain for the Saturday and Sunday sides, but at the A.G.M.
it was agreed to have just one Club Captain and three Vice Captains. Harry Thompson (Junior) being the
first to be elected in the post. I don’t think he enjoyed the job much, unlike being captain of the village
football team, where his energy and enthusiasm were an inspiration to all team members, as he expressed a
wish not to continue the following season.
I was to have the honour of being Club Captain for the next ten years, the Vice-Captains in 1963 being
A.K. Hughes, R.J. Stevens and N. Vidler. Joining the Committee for the first time was John Tomlinson.
A Fund Raising Committee was set up consisting of: - J. Tomlinson, N. Vidler and T. Botting.
The proposed Club Dinner, similar to the one held at The Kings Head, Cuckfield in 1961, was cancelled
due to only nineteen replies being received from members Vice-presidents, etc.
A dance was arranged in The Victory Hall on 14th. February 1964, expenditure would be about £57 but
providing a good raffle is organised and 140 people attend, it should produce a good profit.
Prior to this year no averages were kept, to my knowledge, and even going through score-books it proved
impossible to attain them as so many matches carried on after the game was won, for example, if a team
batting first was dismissed for a low score the second team invariably carried on after reaching the winning
total. Any performances, which may have come into this category, have been ignored from the statistics
quoted.
RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1963
Played – 34
Won – 14
Lost – 13
Drawn – 7
Cancelled – 19
BATTING
Innings
N.O.
Runs
H.S.
Average
A. Hughes
11
1
301
48
30.1
T. Botting
23
6
464
66
27.3
J. Butler
13
1
246
63*
20.5
G. Smith
16
2
278
68
19.8
BEST PERFORMANCES
G. Smith
68
v
Sutton
T. Botting
66
v
Ardingly
J. Butler
63*
v
Outwood
“
51
v
Patcham
N. Vidler
53
v
Ardingly
BOWLING
Overs
Maidens
Runs
Wkts.
Average
P. Thompson
44
6
151
13
11.6
B. Hill
54
13
155
13
11.9
T. Botting
251
50
686
57
12.0
R. Stevens
145
17
640
50
12.8
BEST PERFORMANCES
P. Thompson
7–8
v Ardingly
J. Butler
6 – 15
v St. Lukes O.B.
R. Stevens
7 – 25
v Handcross
“
6 – 37
v Outwood
“
6 – 12
v Scaynes Hill
T. Botting
6 – 22
v Colemans Hatch
Miss Tait Junior Cup awarded to Graham Voller.
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At the A.G.M. held in The Assembly Room on 24th. April 1964 it was decided to obtain a trophy to be
awarded each year to the best senior fielder. The umpires and scorers to allocate marks for each player per
game, at the end of the season an average of points per game played would be calculated. The winner the
first year being David Noble with an average of 8.700, runner up Mike Rayner with 8.100.
Mrs. Blackburn of The Half Moon agreed to provide cold lunches for the all-day matches.
Mr. J. Francis stated he would like to donate a cup for a ‘Single Wicket’ competition to be known as the
“Jim Francis Cup” which would be open to all Club members, entry fee 2/- (10p), 1/- to the Club and 1/shared between finalists. Basic rules to be: - Each innings to be limited to 3 or 4 overs, depending on the
number of entrants. Winner of first semi-final should not field in the second. No more than five fielders on
the leg side. In the event of the competition lapsing, for any reason, the cup to be returned to a member of
the Francis family.
This proved to be a very popular competition with L.J.(Dicker) Botting beating son Trevor the first year.
It was a regular annual event until 1979 when, mainly at the instigation of Barry Griffin who it is alleged
did not win a single game during the first six years he entered, it was decided a ‘proper’ game would be of
more interest to the majority of members.
Jim Francis, father of local postman, Alan, assisted Harry Thompson looking after the ground initially, then
took over responsibility of the square which he was extremely conscientious and possessive about,
sometimes I got the impression he considered it a nuisance that we had to play cricket, which spoilt the
appearance of his beloved table! (There were 19 matches cancelled due to weather in 1963). He also stood
as umpire for many years. On his death one of the bench seats in the pavilion was donated by players and
supporters, in recognition of all the work he did for the Club.
Permission was granted to Mr. A. Watkins and Dr. I. Haire to use the ground on 11th. September for a boy’s
cricket match. The Doctor’s son ‘Bill’ must have performed well as he made a generous donation to the
Pavilion Fund, in thanking the Doctor the minutes record “it was hoped his son would obtain even greater
success on some future occasion”, he played a few games for the Club with his friend Henry Creed.
Thanks were expressed to Mrs. R.J. Stevens for organising teas during the season.
On 2nd. November the Committee expressed their great sorrow on hearing news that the President’s wife,
Mrs Watkins, had passed away. Club Captain – Albert Constable and Secretary – Harry Thompson agreed
to represent the Club at the funeral.
RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1964
Won – 19
Lost – 12
Drawn – 3
Abandoned – 3
BATTING
Innings
N.O.
Runs
H.S.
Average
T. Botting
28
8
643
74
32.15
J. Herrin
20
2
577
96
32.05
D. Noble
13
3
244
50
24.4
A. Constable
19
4
248
42
16.53
BEST PERFORMANCES
J. Herrin
96
v Ditchling
T. Botting
74
v Handcross
“
56
v Outwood
“
65*
v Hurst. Masters
“
50
v Steyning
“
56
v Hurstpierpoint
P. Maynard
83
v Outwood
P. Thompson
59
v Staplefield
G. Smith
53
v Copthorne
D. Noble
50
v Steyning
BOWLING
Overs
Maidens
Runs
Wkts.
Average
A. Hughes
39
5
171
22
7.8
T. Botting
251
84
581
70
8.3
P. Thompson
88
26
203
22
9.2
N. Vidler
152
30
507
36
14.0
BEST PERFORMANCES
P. Maynard
9 – 36 v Copthorne
T. Botting
8 – 29 v Handcross
P. Thompson
8 – 15 v Colemans Hatch
“
7 – 14 v Lingfield Road
Miss Tait Junior Cup awarded to Barry Griffin Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner - L.J. Botting
Played – 37
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It was during this season that I decided to try my hand at keeping wicket, Ian Leslie had moved from the
village, George Smith stopped playing and I felt young John Tomlinson was better employed in the field,
he had a safe pair of hands and very good arm. A number of players had been tried with varying degrees of
success. On one occasion the opposition scored 65 runs of which 30 were extras!
Contrary to some expert views, I found keeping wicket to be the ideal position for a captain to ascertain
how his bowlers are performing and to see any gaps in field placing etc.. I could appreciate how Trevor’s
bowling deceived so many batsmen, at the time he bowled fast left arm ‘round’ the wicket and had the
ability to swing the ball both ways, which in itself was quite amazing bearing in mind he has small hands
with short fingers which do not help in getting a good grip on the ball, also being shorter than most bowlers
of his pace the ball tended to keep low, particularly on damp pitches when it really skidded through.
I think he would have been even more successful had he bowled ‘over’ the wicket but he found it very
difficult to avoid running onto the pitch and impairing the umpires view, this may have been caused by
bowling at his father and myself for hours on end in the nets at Park House many years previously, when he
obviously discovered it was beneficial bowling wide of the crease to a right hand batsman and veering off
to the left to stop the ball – the local rule being that runs could only be scored, for right hand bat, between
extra cover and bowling wicket, similarly for left hand between mid-wicket and bowler, any other direction
was ‘out’! This may well have contributed to me being much stronger hitting on the ‘off side’ and Trevor
on the ‘leg’. We played two innings ‘Test Matches’ one of us representing England and the other the
current touring side, batting left or right handed as the relevant player would be, which meant one could be
batting or bowling all day, unless there was a sporting declaration! Which rarely happened.
During the season we acquired the services of John Herrin, a very good opening batsman, who specialised
in taking short singles, he also occupied his time, whilst fielding at first slip, by making a mental note of the
number of singles he estimated the opposition could have scored. Generally it amounted to 20 or 30 runs,
which would have changed the outcome of a match on numerous occasions.
Our annual ‘friendly’ fixture with Sunnyside caused some consternation due to reports they submitted to
their local newspaper, The East Grinstead Observer. As Fixtures Secretary, I was instructed to write to the
Club as follows: - “The Committee of the Balcombe Cricket Club have instructed me to write requesting
that you release this Club from your fixture list for 1965. Their decision has been influenced by reports in
the local press for the last few years which the committee consider to be in bad taste and completely
unwarranted.” Having been comprehensively defeated the report, criticising our wicket, stated that it was
“like playing on a building site with brick dust on the pitch”. This of course was the Marl which we had
been dressing the square with for many years. The recipient of my letter was a friend of mine, Brian Ward,
part of his understanding reply stated “I can assure you that the opinions expressed in the local press are by
no means shared by the majority of our Club members, we have always enjoyed our fixtures with you in
the past. The report caused a lot of concern amongst our members, as well as being unpleasant to you it
tends to make us out to be bad losers.” It just shows how one person’s views can cause a lot of friction
between Clubs.
The President launched an Appeal in aid of the Pavilion Fund, producing £135. 0. 0., that helped to increase
the balance of the Fund to £279.16.10. at the year end. Unfortunately, the November Dance suffered a loss
of 19s. 5d.
Soon after the 1965 A.G.M. Arthur Watkins kindly invited the Pavilion Fund Raising Committee to his
house, Half Moon Cottage in Stockcroft Road, specifically to discuss means of raising the estimated further
£250 needed before the project could be started, even then a lot of the work would have to be carried out by
members voluntary labour as the recently erected Turners Hill pavilion cost a total of £609.10.8.
It was hoped that a Grant would be available from the local District Council but one of the stipulations was
the land be leased for at least 21 years. Mr. Watkins agreed to approach Mrs Greenwood of the Balcombe
Estate to negotiate terms for a Lease of the pavilion site measuring 40’ x 30’ which would include an area
at the rear for drainage and a septic tank. The general feeling of members was that it would not be fair to
ask The Estate to enter into a commitment of the whole field for such a long term.
As an additional Bank Holiday Monday had been granted at the beginning of August it was decided the
Club would hold a fete on Saturday of the weekend with a dance in the evening.
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During the last week of July, when I was on holiday in Devonshire, I read the devastating news in the
National press that “The distinguished playwright and former British Film Censor, A.T.L. Watkins, was
tragically killed in a traffic accident on the notoriously dangerous stretch of road at the foot of the South
Downs between Storrington and Amberley”.
Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd. August in the Social Club state: -“ The Chairman, Mr. V. C. Yaldren, at
the start of the meeting said he was sure all members of Committee and Club shared his profound sense of
shock on learning of the fatal accident to their President. He pointed out the great personal interest that
Arthur Watkins had taken for many years and it was agreed a wreath in the form of a cricket bat be sent. It
was immediately decided that the new pavilion should be named “The Arthur Watkins Memorial Pavilion”,
as a tribute to a very special person.”
If the accident had not occurred I strongly believe, one way or another, work on the pavilion would have
started that year, so determined was he to achieve his objective for the Cricket Club.
Arthur had been bringing his own team to Balcombe almost continually from 1954 when, appropriately, the
Fixture Card shows “July 18th. Mr. Author Watkins XI”. With his contacts through work we had the
pleasure of meeting and playing against so many celebrities from the fields of sport and show business,
some which immediately spring to mind are: - Sport - Ben. Barnett (Australian wicket-keeper), Eddie Watts
(Surrey), George Cox (Sussex), George Robb (Tottenham & England). Show’biz - Trevor Howard,
William Franklyn, Jeremy Kemp (Z cars), Sam Kydd and of course the memorable Tony Hancock. He was
a great friend of Basil Boothroyd and Humphry Ellis of ‘Punch’ who enjoyed coming to Balcombe so much
that they continued to bring a ‘Punch’ team down after his death. His entertaining parties afterwards, for
both teams, either at his house or in The Club were never to be forgotten! Just as well it was before the
breathalyser came into force!
He supported Poplar Boys Club in London and for many years organised an annual football match between
them and the village team, one year at home the next away.
RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1965
Played – 33

Won – 15

Lost – 12

Drawn – 6

BATTING
T. Botting
V. Dudman
N. Vidler
D. Noble

Innings
27
14
14
22

Not out
5
5
2
0

H. Score
103
33
77
64

Runs
1,003
205
263
480

Average
45.59
22.77
21.91
21.81

BEST PERFORMANCES
Unfortunately no details of opposing sides.
T. Botting – 103*, 76*, 74*, 74, 72, 63* 51*
D. O’Brien - 75 & 53
J. Kenward – 50

N. Vidler – 77
M. Burr - 58

BOWLING
T. Botting
A. Constable
N. Vidler
P. Maynard

Overs
275
79
172
133

Maidens
65
7
33
23

Runs
698
281
440
412

Wickets
69
23
34
29

Average
10.11
12.21
12.94
14.20

BEST PERFORMANCES
N. Vidler – 6 for 22

T. Botting – 6 for 36

P. Maynard – 6 for 37

Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner - T. Botting
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Many of Arthur Watkins friends expressed a wish to have some sort of lasting memorial as a tribute to his
memory. As a result of this request an appeal sub-committee was formed consisting of Mr. Vic. Yaldren,
Chairman of the Cricket Club, with Dr. Ivor Haire and Mr Tom Rayner, Vice-Presidents of the Club.
The Club will always be indebted to these three individuals for all the time and effort they put into this
Appeal.
Initially, a letter, reproduced below, was sent to ten of his friends, asking if they would be prepared to
permit their name to be quoted as one of the sponsors.

Dear
One of the late Arthur Watkins’ ambitions was to see that the lovely Balcombe
Cricket Ground be enhanced by a new Pavilion.
For the past twelve months he, as President of the Club, had been actively
engaged in raising funds to replace the temporary structure erected when the original
thatched Pavilion was burnt down in the war. His friends are anxious to complete his
task and the Cricket Club has resolved to name the Pavilion “The Arthur Watkins
Memorial Pavilion”.
We would wish the Pavilion to be a worthy tribute to his memory, and as this is
beyond the resources of the village Club, in close association with Mr. L. Watkins and
the family an appeal sub-committee has been formed consisting of myself, Chairman of
the Club, and Dr. Ivor Haire and Mr. Tom Rayner, Vice-Presidents of the Club.
The sub-committee feel that to widen the appeal to all of Mr. Watkins many
friends it would be helpful if you would permit your name to be quoted as one of the
sponsors.
Yours sincerely
V. C. Yaldren
Chairman Balcombe C. C.
The letter was sent to: Basil Boothroyd
Sir William (Billy) Butlin
Humphrey Ellis
Wilfred Hyde White
Mrs. Anthony Kimmins

Trevor Howard
Dame Anna Neagle
Paul Scofield
Leonard Watkins
Nigel Patrick

They all stated they were pleased to be associated with the appeal and a letter was sent out to all the friends
known to the committee and sponsors.
Generous donations were received, together with warm tributes to Arthur, from many local residents,
friends and business associates. Also from representatives of the film industry, including Monty M.
Berman, Maxwell Setton of Columbia (British) Productions Ltd., James Carreras of Hammer Film
Productions Limited, John Woolf of Remus Films Ltd., The British Board of Film Censors and Associated
British Picture Corporation Ltd.

22

The Appeal Letter
Letter from Wilfred Hyde White
Dear
Arthur Watkins’ charm, sense of humour and practical
interest in all who came in contact with him were some
of his many qualities, and his friendship was very
valuable. We all, who knew him, experienced a great
shock on hearing of his tragic death.
For the past twelve months he, as President of his village
cricket club, had been actively engaged in raising funds
to replace the temporary structure erected when the
original thatched pavilion at Balcombe was burnt down
in the war. To date the club, under Arthur’s leadership
has raised £350 towards their minimum requirement of
some £1,200.
His friends are anxious to complete his task and would
wish to make the Pavilion a worthy tribute to his
memory. We feel you would wish to be associated with
us in fulfilling his ambitions for the Club and Village,
which held so great a place in his heart.
Mr.V.C.Yaldren, F.C.A. has been appointed Treaserer of
this appeal and donations to the Arthur Watkins
Memorial Pavilion should be sent to him at 10, Moat
Walk, Pound Hill, Crawley, Sussex.
Yours sincerely,
Signed - Ivor
Basil Boothroyd
Trevor Howard
William Butlin
Anna Neagle
H. J. Ellis
Nigel Patrick
Wilfred Hyde White
T. R. Rayner
I. Haire
Paul Scofield
Mrs Anthony Kimmins V. C. Yaldren
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The previous years fete had been a success raising over £300 for the Pavilion Fund, but it meant a lot of
work being carried out by Cricket Club members, therefore, the suggestion of forming a Sports Association
with the Stoolball Club and Football Club was agreed to by all parties. There would be a new bank account
with any profits shared three ways.
One of the main instigators of this was Mr. Frank Shrimpton, a retired bank manager who had recently
moved to the village, he had also succeeded Tony Thompson as Hon. Treasurer of the Cricket Club, and
was to be a great asset to all village activities for many years.
Travelling to away matches still proved a problem and it was agreed that any player who transported others
should be excused the match levy fee.
The old Dennis motor mower was being even more temperamental and the Cuckfield Rural District
Council were employed to cut the outfield with their gang mowers.
Mr. Tom Rayner, father of Michael, who had taken over the local Greengrocers shop, joined the Committee
and played an important part in Fund Raising activities besides becoming a qualified umpire together with
Jim Francis. He and Frank Shrimpton organised a Sweepstake to help boost the Pavilion Fund further,
prizes to be £10, £5, £2.10. 0, & £1.
We were fortunate to recruit three new bowlers during the season each in their own way to be memorable!
David Hamilton was a great new ball bowler, being able to bowl the most incredible inswinger, I well
remember a match at Heathfield Park when we only had three fielders on the ‘off’ side and they were
virtually redundant. However, there was more than a hint of a bent elbow at the point of delivery, which did
not go unnoticed by opponents! His parents arranged for a cine-camera to be used during a particular
match and expert advice taken to see if the allegations were true, but as far as I remember it was
inconclusive and he continued to take many wickets for us!
Peers Carter bowled extremely fast, but to say he was erratic would be an understatement! We nicknamed
him ‘Wes Hall’ after the legendry West Indian bowler - for speed rather than accuracy, I hasten to add. At
times he could be devastating as against Haywards Heath Rugby Club, when he took 8 wickets for just 6
runs. He could also be classed as, ever so slightly, eccentric as he insisted on batting wearing his boxing
gloves!
The third newcomer was Mr. Gwillym A. Warwicker, more commonly known as ‘Taffy’, who had moved
to the village from Warbleton and came with a great reputation of being a fast left arm bowler in the
Heathfield and District area, much more will be mentioned of him later!
RESULTS & AVERAGES - 1966
Played – 32
Won – 9
Drawn – 5
Lost – 17
Abandoned – 1

T. Botting
A. Constable
D. Noble
F. Stevens
T. Botting
A. Constable

P. Carter
T. Botting
D. Hamilton
P. Thompson
P. Carter
G. Warwicker

BATTING
Not out
H. Score
2
76*
1
63*
0
68
2
36
BEST PERFORMANCES
76*,75, 65* & 52
N. Vidler
73*
63*
P. Maynard
60*
Innings
15
21
20
11

Runs
502
307
262
90
D. Noble
V. Dudman

BOWLING
Maidens
Runs
Wickets
23
191
22
38
420
45
8
189
16
20
255
21
BEST PERFORMANCES
8 for 6
v H.H.R.U.F.C.
T. Botting
6 for 8
v
6 for 18 v Patcham Priory
“
6 for 38 v
Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner - T. Botting
Overs
76
159
46
87

Average
38.61
15.35
13.10
10.00
68
52

Average
8.68
9.33
11.81
12.14
Ditchling
Lingfield Road
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Mr. J. R. Greenwood succeeded Arthur Watkins as Club President and again we have been so fortunate that
in almost sixty years since cricket recommenced after the war Balcombe have only had five different
Presidents all of whom have been most interested and active in the running of the Club.
The Pavilion Fund balance had reached £700, thanks to the Appeal and various other activities. Initial
enquiries indicated that we should qualify for a Grant of £1,400 from The Regional Sports Council plus
£400 from Lords Taverners, therefore, plans were drawn up by Robin Hunnam for a pavilion costing
around £2,500. Mr. T. Rayner was to go ahead with obtaining quotations.
The Balcombe Sports Fete was held in the Recreation Ground on 3rd. June. Admission: - Adults – 6d.
Children – 3d, or by programme, which were sold at 6d. prior to the day. It started at 2p.m. with entrants in
the Children’s Fancy Dress Competition marching through the village led by Handcross and District Brass
Band before the official opening by local M.P. Geoffrey Johnson Smith. There was a Six-A-Side Football
Tournament, Trophy donated by Mr. W. E. Greenwood of Spencer & Greenwood Garage, Balcombe (now
Woodall & Emery Lighting Shop), a Junior Stoolball Tournament, Baby Show, Balloon Race, Bingo,
Children’s entertainment by “Smokey” the clown, Pony Rides, Music by the Handcross and District Brass
Band plus local group “The Lyndons” and many Sideshows.
Gate Takings amounted to £26. 9. 0 which indicates well over one thousand people attended the event.
To my great relief, Ken Mitchell decided to move from the Parham Park Estate, near Storrington, to
Paddockhurst Estate, I say to my relief because it was considerably more enjoyable to face his bowling
behind the stumps with gloves on than being battered in the ribs batting! For many years an annual match
took place at Parham between their Estate team and Paddockhurst, the cricket field is on a slope from the
pavilion to the Lake and Ken always bowled from the House end which assisted him in getting the ball to
cut back viciously. The stumps were hardly needed as I firmly believe he had just two objectives in the
match – David Hocken, who opened the batting for Paddockhurst, always wore a red cap and to knock it
off was Ken’s first target! The second was to prevent me ‘cutting’ him, normally the shorter he bowled the
better I liked it but there was always that ball which almost cut me in half!
To my mind Trevor and Ken are the best two all-round cricketers to have played for Balcombe and to have
them both in your team when at their prime would be a delight for any skipper and it was mainly due to
these two players that the Club had one of the most successful seasons in 1967, of the 30 matches played
only 4 were lost, one of these being a Conference last minute fixture against Haywards Heath 1st. Xl.,
which was a new experience for Ken when Gerald Honeysett dispatched the ball several times way over the
boundary towards Lindfield!
However, not all captains have got the best out of Ken, I was lucky in this respect as him being Head
Forester on Paddockhurst we were able to discuss the coming match over coffee on Friday morning, it was
at this time I could make a decision whether to bat or bowl, providing I won the toss, just one question “Is
Mother-in-law coming up this weekend?” If the answer was positive it was worth at least three wickets
against any opposition so we had to field first! – Ken would usually arrive just as I returned to the pavilion
after ‘tossing up’, he would storm into the dressing room without saying a word, while he was changing we
would take the field and I could set the field, two slips, gully, point, square third man, mid-off, mid-on,
square leg and short fine-leg at 45 degrees, no fine leg as he maintained that was my job behind the stumps!
The trick being to get the ball into his hand before he had time to simmer down!! He was not the best
person to ask advice, as the stock answer would be “Well, I know what I would do, but you are the captain”
Later a cursory glance at the expression on his face would soon confirm if he approved or not! There was
one notable exception when he advised me what action to take in no uncertain terms but I disagreed. It was
the Semi-Final of the 18 over Pritchard Gordon Cup played at The Jordons Playing Field, Crawley,
Paddockhurst v A.P.V. they were chasing our score of 88 for 2, with six overs to go they were comfortably
on target with eight wickets in hand, this to be fair, was mainly due to Geoff. Pascoe’s previous over in
which they scored 14 runs! Ken bowled a maiden, and felt Trevor should come on to slow the rate.
However, I did not think this would achieve much as Pascoe still had to bowl his remaining quota of two
overs, I anticipated they would probably play another maiden when we needed to take wickets to have any
chance of winning. Pascoe was not a regular bowler but did have the ability to deliver a good in-swinger, so
I had a quiet word, suggesting it would help if he could bowl straight and preferably pitch the ball before it
crossed the boundary! He took three wickets in that 14th. over and we went on to win by 6 runs. Pascoe 5
for 20.
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To Ken’s credit, he has never forgotten that day and has often remarked he should not criticise my
decisions (although it did not stop him altogether!) as that important over probably ensured our progression
to the Final at Hove where we defeated Cuckfield.

Played - 30

RESULTS & AVERAGES - 1967
Won – 14
Drawn – 8
Lost – 4

Abandoned - 4

BATTING
T. Botting
A. Constable
K. Mitchell
B. Griffin

T. Botting
“
B. Griffin
“
K. Mitchell

Innings
19
16
18
22

Not Out
5
2
2
3

H. Score
101*
70
51
54*

BEST PERFORMANCES
101* v The Mount
A. Constable
66* v Ardingly Masters
“
54* v Ardingly
“
54 v Staplefield
“
51 v Staplefield
P. Thompson

Runs
503
381
329
327

Average
35.93
27.21
20.56
17.20

70 v Steyning
66 v H. Heath 2nd. Xl
54*v Ditchling
50 v Hove British Legion
51*v Patcham Priory
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K. Mitchell
T. Botting
P. Carter
P. Thompson

Overs
226
238
83
67

BOWLING
Maidens
Runs
69
534
63
566
20
249
10
203

Wickets
75
50
20
13

Average
7.12
11.32
12.45
15.61

BEST PERFORMANCES
T. Botting
P. Carter
“

9 for 9 v The Ravers
7 for 12 v Ardingly
7 for 12 v Staplefield

K. Mitchell
“
“

9 for 48 v Newchapel (Home)
7 for 19 v Crawley Down
7 for 45 v Newchapel (Away)

Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner - T. Botting
I enjoyed keeping wicket and learnt a lot about various bowlers and the way batsmen reacted, it was
particularly fun when Alan Hughes bowled, he was most deceptive delivering leg-breaks, top-spin plus the
occasional ball from 24 yards which “went with his arm” gently drifting away from a right hand batsmen it
deceived many good players, there was always a chance of the batsmen getting an outside edge or a
stumping opportunity. He was certainly our “secret weapon” in the Pritchard-Gordon Cup final, normally
we would open the bowling with Trevor and Ken for two overs each, but on this occasion the wicket being
very fast, Alan opened with Tim Le Blanc Smith against a strong Cuckfield team and returned the amazing
figures of: - 4o. 2m. 5r. 3w. which had the added advantage of leaving our two most consistent bowlers
until the end of the innings when the run chase was on.
At this time we had many quick bowlers and only Ron Stevens, who bowled the most tremendous offbreaks that were really effective on a fast track, to vary the pace. Also John Tomlinson was enjoying his
opportunity behind the stumps when I did not play, so I decided once again to diversify and have a go at
bowling off-spin which proved quite successful for the next twenty years until, in the twilight of my career,
I reverted to keeping wicket in the Sunday 2nd.Xl with Ken Mitchell, Graham Voller and Roger Alexander.
I did not grip the ball in the orthodox method with fingers at right angle to the seam, unless bowling
“round the wicket” when I needed extra turn to straighten the ball, I opted to have my index finger along
one side of the seam and thumb on the opposite side, the theory being that if the ball pitched on the seam it
would “bite” and turn but if not would go straight through. This may be complete nonsense! However, I
did acquire more victims caught behind or at slip than most traditional off-spinners would expect! There
was also an occasion when I was playing for an Invitation Xl against Worth Abbey 1st. Xl - I was invited to
open the bowling with Gerry Cogger, the ex Sussex left arm seamer, (who incidentally was skipper of the
A.P.V. team in the “Pascoe match”), as we had posted quite a high score, the idea was to give the lads a
good start, but after a few overs I had taken three wickets and was removed from the attack! I mention this
because one of our team, being a specialist slip fielder, said he prided himself at being able to “read” the
bowler but in my case he could not detect which ball would turn from the one that carried on.
The Rural District Council were still being employed to cut the outfield so the question of purchasing a set
of gang mowers was discussed as Taffy Warwicker thought he might be able to borrow an Estate tractor to
pull them. Ladies toilet door was repaired and a replacement Elsan toilet purchased.
Barry Griffin volunteered to run the junior section and was requested to arrange a few matches.
Having been knocked out of the Single Wicket Competition by Trevor in each of the previous four years, I
managed to reverse the result by defeating him in a high scoring match – 30 : 33 and, to keep the cup in the
family, went on to win by beating Graham Voller – 13 : 17, Derek Burgess – 19 : 20 and Ken Mitchell in
the final – 6 : 7
A function, held at The Greyhound Hotel, Ardingly in December, was advertised as “ A completely
informal Dinner and Social Evening for members and wives/girl friends only”. Cost – 17/6 per head.

27

RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1968
Played – 28

T. Botting
A. Constable
K. Mitchell
D. Noble
T. Botting: “
“
“
“
J. Tomlinson: -

Won – 9

Drawn – 6

Lost 13

BATTING
Not out
H. Score
Runs
Average
3
95*
677
37.6
92
463
25.7
2
75*
178
22.3
34
85
14.2
BEST PERFORMANCES
95* v West Hoathly
A. Constable: 92 v Staplefield
87* v Crawley Down
“
74 v West Hoathly
69 v Parham
“
53 v Newchapel
60 v Patcham
“
48 v The Mount
50 v Univ. of Sussex
K. Mitchell: 75* v Domini
40* v Steyning
“
43 v Haywards Heath
BOWLING
Overs
Maidens
Runs
Wickets
Average
Innings
21
18
10
6

K. Mitchell

120

57

250

37

6.7

T. Botting

239

61

571

65

8.7

P. Carter

125

32

311

32

9.7

G. Voller

125

16

440

31

10.9

K. Mitchell: “
A. Revell: G. Voller: -

BEST PERFORMANCES
7 for 28 v Haywards Heath
T. Botting: 6 for 22 v Parham Park
“
7 for 24 v Crawley Down
P. Carter: 6 for 19 v Warbleton
B. Griffin: -

7 for 30 v Lindfield
6 for 33 v The Invalids
6 for 30 v Univ. of Sussex
6 for 32 v Domini

Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner – A. Constable
1969 was the anniversary of the double tied innings with Ifield and a Centenary match was played at Ifield
on 26th. May, not surprising history did not repeat itself and Balcombe were easy victors by 6 wickets,
having dismissed Ifield for just 65 runs.
In an effort to recruit more players a letter was sent to occupants of the new houses at Foxwells and a match
arranged for their benefit named “The Newcomers”, it proved a great success with a return match fixed at
the end of the season. As a result we acquired the services of Bryan Cheshire, who ten years later became
Club Treasurer and Secretary also his brother-in-law Ross Thomson, still a Vice-President.
We also gained George Sargent who decided to make a come back after playing many years at Crawley
Down. What an asset he was to become both on and off the field!
During the season one of our more experienced players, Fred Stevens, performed a feat, I would hazard a
guess, is unlikely to be equalled! The averages show 14 overs, 1 maiden, 64 runs, 6 wickets. However,
those six wickets consisted of two hat-tricks in successive matches, all clean bowled! The first, an evening
game against Ardingly College Masters (3 for 34) followed three days later by a similar performance at The
Mount near Ifield (3 for 14), I can still remember that little chuckle as we all shook his hand in
congratulation, no kisses or cuddles in those days! Fred bowled fast in his younger days off a long run
with comparatively short strides which he attempted to maintain, but invariably was exhausted after four
balls and completed his over from just a few steps!
He had played for Balcombe since returning from the Air Force after the war and has been a great Club
Man being Vice-Chairman to Harry Thompson for a long time and was invaluable helping me to organise
our Dinner Dances at Worth Abbey, in particular sorting out where to sit people on the table plan, which
was no simple task considering we catered for close on three hundred people during the Seventies.
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The Social Evening at The Greyhound was enjoyed and a proposal made to hold a Dinner in the Victory
Hall. However, prices quoted by L. H. Robinson Caterers Ltd. from Hove at 25/6 plus hire of the hall was
considered too expensive, so I approached Charles Dewey the Bursar of Worth Abbey to see if they could
accommodate us. Arrangements were made for the first of many similar events, which had to be held
during school holidays, on 10th. January 1970 the dinner followed by dancing to taped music.
In November the Club suffered a major disappointment when the Regional Sports Council turned down its
application for a grant towards the new pavilion. The Fund balance stood at just over £830. 0. 0. so the
only alternative was to reduce the size of the proposed building and rely on much of the work being carried
out by members voluntarily.
RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1969
Played – 40

Won – 25

Drawn – 5

Lost – 8

Abandoned – 2

BATTING
Innings
26
26
17
21

T. Botting
A. Constable
K. Mitchell
G. Sargent

Not Out
10
5
3
3

H. Score
121*
54
86*
55*

Runs
675
528
343
327

Average
42.2
25.1
24.5
18.1

BEST PERFORMANCES
T. Botting: “
“
“
K. Mitchell: M. Harrison: -

121* v Worth Relics
95 v Patcham
75* v Benson’s
66* v Haywards Heath
86* v Ardingly
67 v West Hoathly

B. Griffin: “
A. Constable: “
“
G. Sargent: -

78 v Newcomers
58 v Ardingly
54 v Haywards Heath
52* v Hove B. Legion
50* v Benson’s
55* v Newcomers

BOWLING
Overs
207
62
211
258

K. Mitchell
A. Constable
D. Hamilton
T. Botting

Maidens
80
6
76
77

Runs
383
194
533
546

Wickets
57
27
70
71

Average
6.7
7.2
7.6
7.7

BEST PERFORMANCES
G. Warwicker: D. Hamilton: B. Griffin: -

8 for 13 v Crawley Teachers
7 for 32 v Outwood
6 for 25 v Ardingly Masters

K. Mitchell: “
“

7 for 14 v Patcham
6 for 24 v Ifield
6 for 37 v Horsted Keynes

Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner – A. Constable
Members of Balcombe C.C. and number of games played during the 1969 Season: 28
24
17
11
7
3
2

T. Botting
J. Tomlinson
H. Thompson
G. Powell
J. Rogers
V. Dudman
I. Stoppani

27
24
16
9
6
3
2

B. Griffin
G. Voller
A. Francis
M. Harrison
J. Stevens
C. Tester
B. Cheshire

27
22
13
8
5
3
1

D. Hamilton
G. Sargent
R. Stevens
S. Brain
M. Burr
M. Rayner
A. Thompson

27
21
13
8
4
2
1

G. Warwicker
K. Mitchell
R. Mitchell
D. Budgen
H. Creed
G. Pascoe
C. Collins

26
17
12
7
3
2
1

A. Constable
B. Streeter
F. Stevens
B. Haire
P. Carter
N. Vidler
D. Tester
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BALCOMBE C.C. - 1969 CENTENARY TEAM v IFIELD

Standing L to R: - David Hamilton, Malcolm Burr, Graham Voller, Barry Griffin, Ken Mitchell, Alan Francis, Jim Francis (Umpire)
Sitting L to R: - Fred Stevens, Trevor Botting, John Tomlinson, Albert Constable (Capt.), Harry Thompson.

THE SEVENTIES
The forthcoming decade is probably the most eventful in the Club’s history, starting with the erection and
opening of the Arthur Watkins Memorial Pavilion, the first time Balcombe played competitive cricket, in
the form of The Haig National Village K.O. Competition, popular social functions and Decimalisation
followed later by Metrication – thank goodness the length of the cricket pitch is still 22 yards! Or the
equivalent, as any genuine country-folk would know, 4 - rod, pole or perch which equals 100 links or 1
Chain!
I produced a sketch plan of a reduced size building, the front elevation based on a newly erected pavilion at
Colemans Hatch, I particularly liked their design of a central pair of doors with hatches on either side set
back to accommodate two bench seats, with a score box one side and facility for serving teas on the other.
Mr Edward Forster acted as honorary architect and was a tremendous help in producing and submitting the
plan and specification to Council for approval.
Mr. Greenwood was very keen to get work started on the new pavilion and kindly agreed for materials to
be delivered to Stone Hall and transported to the ground when required, this was most helpful as lorries
were unable to get down to the site until ground conditions improved.
The first tasks were to excavate and install a Liquefaction Chamber with relevant drains, level site and dig
out for the foundations. We were fortunate to acquire the services of Harry Thompson’s son-in-law, George
Smith, for this groundwork.
Most weekends throughout 1970 a working party, consisting of members and local helpers, led by George
Sargent, prepared the site, mixed and laid concrete for footings, floor and paths ready for John Brown to
construct the timber frame pavilion with shiplap cladding and corrugated asbestos roof, after which all
interior work began.
So valuable was George’s contribution that Mr Greenwood paid him the following tribute in his speech
when the pavilion was officially opened “ When we decided we had enough money in the kitty to make a
start we had to find someone who would act as Clerk of Works, organise the labour and suppliers and
provide the drive and initiative which would clearly be needed. In George Sargent we found that man and
no words of mine can express adequately how much we owe him. It is not over-stating the case to say that
without him this pavilion would not have been built.”
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Without today’s machinery and implements or chemical herbicides, fertilisers and sophisticated sprinkler
water systems, most village Clubs struggled to produce a true batting strip, and Balcombe were no
exception, at times particularly during a dry spell the wicket was really unpredictable. A glance at previous
years bowling performances clearly shows that it was more fun to bowl than bat! One was virtually asking
for trouble attempting to play a forward defensive shot to quick bowling, the ball was just as likely to rear
off a length and whistle past the batsman’s face (if lucky!) as to shoot along the ground. During these
conditions a team batting first and scoring over fifty runs was always in with a chance of winning. Many
games were over by tea and the usual procedure was to have a ‘Beer Match’ which involved each player
bowling one over and the batting order reversed, whoever lost bought first round of drinks in the pub.
I well remember a match at Staplefield against the village when we batted first and scored 30 all out, of
which Ken Mitchell contributed 23! He had been battered and bruised all over and in typical fashion, as we
walked out to field, stated – “This match is not over yet.” He then proceeded to bowl 10overs, 7maidens,
4runs, 3wickets at one end ‘softening them up’ while David Hamilton replied with 9overs, 4maidens,
6runs, 6wickets to dismiss the opposition for just 11 runs!
Another interesting match in 1970 was against our friendly rivals, Colemans Hatch, for whom Trevor and
my first cousin Denis Pollard played with our uncle Ted as umpire. The family friendship was not always
evident during these encounters but it did bring the best out of us!
Balcombe again batted first and immediately had problems against Denis’ deceptively quick bowling off a
short run and were in trouble at 37 – 7 but finally reached 72 all out, A. Constable - 29*, D. Pollard - 7 for
28, H. Edwards – 3 for 25. Trevor and Ken opened the bowling and after 21overs the Hatch were 51 – 5, in
an effort to break a promising partnership between Morphew and Elcock I replaced Trevor with David
Hamilton who was hit for 9 runs in the over! At 65 – 5 it looked all over so, in an attempt to make amends,
I took the ball and bowled Robin Elcock with my second ball. Ken contributed with a wicket maiden and
Trevor took 3 for 1 in 9 balls to win the game by one run! The headline of a report they submitted to the
East Grinstead Observer was: - “Only six needed but five fail.”
Played – 35

T. Botting
G. Thomas
K. Mitchell
B. Griffin

T. Botting: “
“
“
“

K. Mitchell
D. Hamilton
T. Botting
A. Constable

Innings
25
13
22
32

RESULTS & AVERAGES – 1970
Won – 22
Drawn – 3
BATTING
Not Out
H. Score
8
80
7
35*
3
49
3
76*

BEST PERFORMANCES
80 v Ardingly
B. Griffin: 75 v Benson’s
“
70* v Svanholm
“
59 v Crawley Cavaliers
G. Sargent: 56* v Steyning
BOWLING
Overs
Maidens
Runs
261
108
487
189
66
422
164
58
334
71
16
191

Lost – 10
Runs
779
135
419
590

Average
45.8
22.5
22.0
20.3

76* v Ardingly
53* v Benson’s
51 v Old Augustinians
74 v The Invalids

Wickets
82
63
49
26

Average
5.9
6.7
6.8
7.3

BEST PERFORMANCES
K. Mitchell: “
“
“
G. Warwicker: -

6 for 10 v Outwood
D. Hamilton: - 6 for 6 v Staplefield
6 for 14 v Ravers
“
6 for 21 v Charlwood
6 for 17 v Copthorne
A. Constable: - 6 for 13 v Worth Abbey Masters
6 for 18 v Benson’s
“
6 for 32 v The Invalids
6 for 47 v Crawley Caval’s.
Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner – T. Botting
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The annual Football match between the Cricket Club and Football Club took place on Sunday 11th. October
A souvenir programme was produced and sold in aid of Club funds.

ALBERT CONSTABLE (Captain) – Until injured in a road accident a
regular member of the Balcombe side till 1956, first at Left Wing then
Left Half – soon left behind!!

TREVOR BOTTING – Started his football career with the famous
Crawley Down Minors, gained first division experience at Turners
Hill then settled at Balcombe. An opportunist.

GEORGE SARGENT – Joined the Club last year from Crawley Down,
our senior player but by no means the slowest. Has played a major role
in organising off –the –field activities.

BERNARD STREETER – A hard working Inside Forward who
enjoys every minute of the game, came to us from Turners Hill.

JOHN TOMLINSON – At Left Half John is to The Cricketers as Nobby
Stiles is to Man. United! Present Chairman of Balcombe F.C. and one of
our few regular players, also a good sweeper.

TAFFY WARWICKER – Our trainer, always ready to offer advise
and like Malcolm Allison is never lost for words! Strongly
recommends having his sponge soaked in beer!

ALAN FRANCIS – A steady Right Back, has been a most loyal member
of the Club since leaving school. Also has the distinction of being father
of twins.

GEORGE THOMAS – Played junior football with East Grinstead
Minors then moved to Dormans Land, came to Balcombe on a free
Transfer. Recently gained honours in a Six-a-side competition.

KEN MITCHELL – A strong Centre Half, has been a great asset to The
Cricketers since joining in 1967 was transferred from West Sussex
Club, Amberley.

RON STEVENS
- These are our talent spotters who add a good
JIM FRANCIS
- deal of weight to the team! Our success is
HARRY THOMPSON – due to the tireless work they contribute.

HARRY THOMPSON (Junr) – Still playing regularly for Balcombe F.C.
often in the same team as his two sons, Paul and Neil. He never gives up
and is an inspiration to young players.
GRAHAM VOLLER – Only started playing football recently but shows
Great promise and last year formed a good understanding with George
Sargent on the right flank, this year with Sandra!
FRED STEVENS – Supporters of over twenty years ago will remember
his bursts of speed down the wing to receive a pass or to make a pass at
a young lady on the touch line!
RAY STEVENS – The youngest player in our side, we were pleased to
sign him at the start of the season. Ray will be our chief striker,
encouraged, no doubt by Uncle Fred.
BARRY GRIFFIN – Our fearless goalkeeper, a utility player is also to
be seen performing for the Youth Club side on Sunday mornings at
Centre Forward.

REPORT ON 1970 SEASON
At a time when many of our neighbouring villages are having
difficulty in raising sides, I am delighted to say that we have
enjoyed a most successful season, 21 matches having been won
4 drawn and 8 lost.
Besides playing cricket, members have all worked extremely hard
improving the road to the ground and helping to erect our new
pavilion, there is still a lot to be done internally and work will
continue through the winter. It should be ready for use at the start
of next season.
A fund was started by our late President and when the building is
completed will be known as The Arthur Watkins Memorial Pavilion
We are always eager to gain new members to the Club either as
Players or non-playing members. All will receive an invitation to
the annual Dinner and Dance at Worth Abbey.
A.H.D.C
Club Captain

The Dinner Dance arranged at short notice the previous year at Worth Abbey was considered a success and
invitations were sent out in December for a more formal occasion to be held on Saturday 9th. January 1971.
The menu as follows: Minestrone Soup
Roast Turkey, Ham, Chipolata sausage and stuffing
Brussels sprouts, Roast and New Potatoes
Melon Surprise and Cream
Cheese & Biscuits
Coffee & After Eights
2 Glasses of wine per person
Dinner to be followed by dancing to the Topliners Dance Quartette and Disco by “Wild Asparagus”, with a
Licensed bar available until 2 a.m.
Tickets were priced at 30/- each, plus 4/-, if required, for a coach which the Club provided from Balcombe.
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BALCOMBE CRICKET CLUB DINNER AND DANCE 1971
TOP TABLE

Left to right: – J. Francis, Mrs E. Mitchell. H. Thompson, Mrs F. Stevens, F. Stevens, Mrs M. Newton,
J.R. Greenwood, Mrs J.R. Greenwood, M. Newton, Mrs A. Constable and A. Constable.
The 15th. February 1971 was ‘D. Day’ (Decimalisation Day U.K.) so a meeting was convened to propose
conversion rates of subscriptions ready for the A.G.M. In line with other businesses and organisations the
opportunity was taken to round amounts upwards! i.e. Match levies increased from 2/6 (12 ½ p) to 15p.
It was agreed to send formal invitations for an official opening of the pavilion during The President’s match
on Sunday 1st. August. Fred Stevens offered to organise the event and send to all Sponsors, Contributors,
Vice-Presidents, Members and everyone that had helped with construction of the building.

BALCOMBE CRICKET CLUB
The President
and Members of Balcombe Cricket Club
request the pleasure of your company at the opening of

The Arthur Watkins Memorial Pavilion
which will take place during the
President’s Match on Sunday, 1st. August
1971, at 4.30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. by 26th. July

F. Stevens,
21 Newlands, Balcombe
Haywards Heath, Sussex. RH17 6HH
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The opening match of 1971 was against the recently opened University of Sussex at Falmer; in fact we
were the first team to play on their cricket ground.
Probably the most memorable weekend for me was 31st.July/1st. August, I played at Scaynes Hill on
Saturday scoring my maiden century, 131 not out, and headline in the Mid-Sussex Times was “Constable
takes bowlers into custody”. The next day, as Club Captain, I had the pleasure of thanking Paul Scofield
for giving up his valuable time to officially open our new pavilion.

THE ARTHUR WATKINS MEMORIAL PAVILION

Standing L to R: - A. Francis, J.S. Greenwood, G.T. Sargent, H. Thompson (Umpire), M.J. Calvert,
H. Whitty, W.H. Carver, J.H. Bartlett, D.R. Guard, Lord Erleigh, R. Clover-Brown, F.W. Gordon-Clark,
M.C. Crichton-Stuart, G. Thomas, B. Griffin, K. Mitchell, H. Thompson Junr., J. Tomlinson, G. Voller,
G. A. Warwicker, J. Francis (Umpire)
Sitting L to R: - R.M.J. Burr, Paul Scofield, J.R. Greenwood, A.A. Dumbrell, A.H.D. Constable,
T.J. Botting, B. Streeter.

The following extracts were taken from an article in The Mid Sussex Times dated 5th. August 1971: “KING LEAR” OPENS BALCOMBE’S NEW CRICKET PAVILION
After National Theatre actor Paul Scofield had starred in the opening of Balcombe Cricket Club’s new
pavilion on Sunday afternoon he confessed: “I was never much of a cricketer at school, I did a bit of
bowling but cannot remember what my best figures were. My brother Jack was the member of the family
that was good at games.”
He was introduced to the crowd by the president of Balcombe Cricket Club, the High Sheriff of Sussex,
Mr. J.R. Greenwood, who said that the opening of the Arthur Watkins Memorial Pavilion was a very
important milestone in the history of Balcombe cricket. Mr. Watkins was a distinguished playwright and
lived for many years in the village. During his all-too-brief period as president cricket in Balcombe had
flourished as never before, thanks to his inspired leadership and enthusiasm.
Mr Greenwood said that it gave the club great pleasure that some of Arthur’s oldest friends had been able
to come that afternoon, in particular Mr & Mrs Ellis. Arthur’s brother Leonard was very sad that he could
not be at the opening, but he and Mrs Watkins had given the club a framed photograph of the late president
and their son Richard was able to attend to represent the family.
Mr Greenwood said he was delighted that the Secretary of Sussex County Cricket Club and his wife, Mr &
Mrs A.A. Dumbrell were present. He then thanked many others that had helped with the project,
particularly Mr & Mrs Ron Stevens who, with their helpers, had catered for 180 teas that day.
During the afternoon a great local cricket supporter, Miss Tait, presented her cup, awarded each year to the
most promising junior member. This award, for the previous season, went to Philip Larwood.
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Arthur Watkins
President – Balcombe Cricket Club
1962 - 1965

Miss Tait
Presenting her cup to
‘Most promising young player’

The distinguished playwright and British Film
Censor, A.T.L. Watkins was tragically killed in a
motor accident on 31st. July 1965.
Copy of the framed photograph kindly donated to
the Club by Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Watkins

Miss Tait presenting her cup, with replica, to Philip
Larwood. She was a great local cricket supporter who
went to a school where the head mistress considered that
hockey was not sufficiently lady-like. So instead she
encouraged all the girls to play cricket, which Miss Tait
loved.
In the background is Arthur Watkins nephew Richard.

Due to the amount of voluntary work carried out by members and friends, Mick Cole, particularly, was
invaluable with his expertise in bricklaying, the total cost of the pavilion was restricted to £1,208, this
being financed by grants from Sussex County Playing Fields Association of £350 and balance from the
Appeal plus other Club fund raising events.
A Social Evening was held at Kemps House on 9th.October by kind invitation of Malcolm and Susanna
Burr. 42 members and wives attended and it was a most successful way to end the season.
After much advertising all village cricket sides in England, Scotland and Wales were invited to enter a
National Competition. There was a degree of concern that it would interfere with our existing fixtures, but
it was decided to enter for the first year to see how it worked out.
The Competition to be called The Haig National Village Cricket Championship, and organised by The
Cricketer in conjunction with the National Cricket Association and John Haig & Company Limited.
The object was to promote the best in village cricket, give the village player the opportunity to compete in a
national event with the final to be played at Lord’s.
A village to be deemed a rural community of not more than 2,500 inhabitants. (Population of Balcombe
1,640 in 1975)
Players eligible to compete for their village must be a paid-up member of the club and have played an
aggregate of eight games in less than three years. They need not live in the village but will not be eligible if
they have ever played first class cricket, unless they are over the age of 60.
To be a forty over competition, unless captains agree a lesser number before the match, and no bowler may
bowl more than nine overs. In rounds 1 to 4 Teams to supply their own ball, umpire and scorer. From round
5 onwards, balls would be provided. Teams to be divided into 32 Groups, to avoid unnecessary travel.
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RESULTS & AVERAGES - 1971
Played – 38

Won – 20

Tied – 2

Drawn – 9

Lost - 7

BATTING

T. Botting
A. Constable
K. Mitchell
B. Griffin

Not Out
10
4
4
3

Innings
26
20
15
34

H. Score
77
131*
68*
53

Runs
692
459
281
622

Average
43.2
28.7
25.5
20.0

BEST PERFORMANCES
T. Botting: “
“
“
“
“
“

77 v President’s Xll
75* v Haywards Heath 2nd.
75* v Outwood
58 v Wiston
55 v Patcham
53* v Old Augustinians
53* v Ardingly Masters

A. Constable: “
K. Mitchell: M. Burr: G. Sargent: B. Griffin: -

131* v Scaynes Hill
58 v Lancing Manor
68* v Ardingly Masters
64* v Warbleton
56 v Charlwood
53 v Crawley Down

BOWLING

T. Botting
A. Constable
C. Burnham
K. Mitchell

Overs
290
108
59
140

Maidens
91
24
17
48

Runs
623
290
160
326

Wickets

Average

83
35
17
32

7.5
8.3
9.4
10.1

BEST PERFORMANCES
G. Warwicker: G. Voller: -

8 for 16 v The Ravers
7 for 48 v Crawley Down

T. Botting: “

7 for 27 v Copthorne
7 for 46 v Lancing Manor

Jim Francis Single Wicket Cup Winner - T. Botting
Miss Tait Junior Cup awarded for 1970 to – Philip Larwood. 1971 to – Dane Billings
President’s Award for most nominations by opposing captains for ‘Man of the Match’ -T. Botting

The annual Dinner Dance was held on 8th. January 1972 at Worth Abbey attended by 201 members and
friends who danced to music provided by D.J. “Robbie D”. (Better known to present players as Robin
Divall, who usually umpires for Forest Row where his two sons play.) He agreed to perform from 9 p.m. to
2 a.m. at a cost of £20.00.
The President Mr. J.R. Greenwood being unable to attend, a brief speech was made by Vice-President Mr.
A. B. Haworth Booth, Chairman of the County Council, who presented the President’s Award to Trevor
Botting for being nominated most times by opposing captains as “Man of the Match”.

A new Greens Zephyr 20” Superfine Mower fitted with a ten bladed cutting cylinder. Powered by Norton
Villiers 120 c.c. four stroke petrol engine, was purchased from Tester Bros. of Edenbridge for £90.00.
Arrangements were made with Les.Lenham, to hire a cricket net each Thursday evening, from 9.30 p.m. to
10.30 p.m., at the Sussex County Ground, Hove, starting on 9th March at a cost of £1.50 per hour.
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Before the 1972 season begun I received a telephone call from the Mid-Sussex Water Company concerning
the fact that the Club had not been paying for its water for the last twelve years! Our supply was tapped into
the pipe, which fed the gardens of The Old Rectory, by agreement with the owner. However, the Water
Company were obviously not aware of this arrangement, so I had a meeting with Mr. Walford, the present
owner of The Old Rectory, together with a representative from Mid-Sussex Water. It was agreed the
Cricket Club install a new meter, at the point of entry of the main off Haywards Heath road, and be
responsible for paying the account for water to the Gardens and Pavilion. Mr. Walford would make a
contribution to the Cricket Club by way of re-imbursement.
Mr. Leonard Watkins kindly agreed to donate the sum of £50 per annum towards upkeep of the new
pavilion. The money to be placed in a deposit account and used whenever the occasion arose.
It was agreed to increase the insurance cover of the pavilion to £3,000.00.
During the season part of the wire netting fence on the northeast corner of the ground was vandalised by
local boys. The culprits were found and severely reprimanded. They offered to repair the damage if new
materials were obtained.
A total of 1,024 Clubs entered the Haig National Village Cricket Championship, these were divided into 32
groups each consisting of 32 teams, three Counties – Yorkshire, Sussex and Kent needed to be split into
two groups, Balcombe being in Group 29 – Sussex 1, drawn against local rivals Anstye away.
With eager anticipation the match was played on Sunday 23rd. April, a freezing cold day. The home team
batted first on a wet and slow pitch, after 15 overs they had reached 37 for 3, each of our main bowlers Ken
Mitchell, Graham Voller, Trevor Botting and ‘Taffy’ Warwicker (5o. 4m. 1w. 3r.) completing their first
spell. With Frank Nye, who was the Trevor Botting of Anstye, looking dangerous, I felt our fifth bowler,
Clive Poulton, should be brought into the attack before it was too late. The kindest thing to say about his
first ball - “it was a good length on the second bounce”! However, Frank being completely surprised
missed the ball and was clean bowled!
My fathers words of wisdom came to mind when I was first elected Captain – “If you need to break a
partnership, look round the field to see who you consider is the worst bowler, then give him an over”!
Anstye were finally dismissed for 94 runs in 37 overs. In reply Balcombe struggled on the slow track and
had to rely on some big hitting from Trevor Botting (29), Ken Mitchell (19) and Glen Robertson (15no.) to
reach the total with two overs and two wickets to spare.
A special Haig tie was designed and sent to each team “ to be presented to the player who puts up the best
performance in the first round of the Competition”. It was awarded to Ken Mitchell who scored 19 runs and
took 4 wickets for 13 runs in his 8 overs.
In the second round we had to travel to Eastergate, between Arundel and Chichester. Batting first we set a
paltry target of just 99 all out in 38.3 overs, (T. Botting 48, K. Mitchell 21). The home team knocked off
the runs for the loss of 6 wickets in 26 overs. They were a much superior side that went on to win the
Group, defeating Findon in the final on the toss of a coin, due to bad weather. Entering into the last sixteen
of the competition they lost to Glynde & Beddingham by 5 wickets.
I must confess to being partly to blame for the defeat as the evening before the match whilst having a social
drink with ‘Taffy’ Warwicker and knowing his normal Sunday lunch consisted of at least six pints of lager,
I suggested, as we had an important game next day, perhaps he should take it a bit easy! On the way to the
match we stopped for light refreshments and Taffy duly complied with four straight tomato juices! In future
years he was to prove one of our most economic bowlers, but on that day, as he will confirm, he bowled
absolute rubbish! I vowed never to interfere with his dietary requirements ever again!
This fact was quite evident many years later when I skippered a 2nd.Xl match at Cherry Lane, Crawley
against Hindu Unity; the Indians loved Taffy as they did his son-in-law, Chris Tester. I followed him,
staggering from side to side, down the path to the pavilion thinking it might be advisable not to let him
open the bowling! But the inevitable happened, whilst he was sobering up at deep fine-leg, their opening
batsmen, Bipin, top edged a ball which headed in his direction, Taffy, being aware he should make an
effort, with arms outstretched and spinning round crying “werr–is–it, werr-is-it”, he completed a great
impression of a ‘triple toe loop’ before falling flat on his face with the ball landing some 20 yards away!!
To be continued
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